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The Hourglass

Please join us Sat., Feb. 24,  1-3pm for an open house 
with remarks at 2pm to honor Mark Peihl’s 37+ years 
of service as Clay County Archivist.
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President’s Message
				                    from Jim Steen

Another change of seasons is upon us. 
We’ve had our first little taste of winter, and 
the Holiday Season is soon upon us. Lots 
of exciting things are going on here at the 
Museum located at the Hjemkomst Center. 
Come and check out all we have to offer. 

This December comes with some mixed 
feelings here at the Museum. Our long time Senior Archivist Mark 
Peihl is retiring. Mark has been inspirational in our mission here at 
the Museum. His vast knowledge of our county’s history, its people, 
its towns, its infrastructure, and all the items that have brought us to 
where we are today have added so much to everything we have to 
offer to our members and visitors.
 
There will be a reception here at the Hjemkomst February 24th at 
1pm. Please come and join us and help celebrate his next chapter of 
his own life history. Thank you, Mark, for all your years of service; we 
appreciate you more than we can ever express.

 Administrative Assistant/Archives Assistant Petra Gunderson-Leith 
will be taking over as our new Archivist. She has been working with 
Mark, and we are excited to have her continue to deliver what we 
have to offer to our members and guests. 

Also, November 18th we had our Pangea Celebration. If you’ve never 
attended, you’ve missed some great food and culture that we have 
in our own community. We have become more and more a culturally 
blended area, come enjoy this great experience. Again, I’d like to 
thank our members for your continued support. You are so very 
important to us. That support gives us the ability to tell our story and 
protect and preserve the history of 
our great County.
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HCSCC News & Events

www.facebook.com/hcscc www.instagram.com/hcscc_hjemkomst

Follow us on Facebook! Follow us on Instagram! Follow us on YouTube!

www.youtube.com/thehcscc

HARDANGER FIDDLE CONCERT Do not miss this holiday treat: Fargo Spelemannslag, 
Bud Larsen, and renowned hardanger fiddler Loretta 
Kelley will perform in a concert of hardanger fiddling 
at the Hjemkomst Center starting at 1pm on Sat. 
Dec. 2. Kelley will be flying in from Maryland. She 
is also current president of the Hardanger Fiddle 
Association of America.

The apprenticeship and concert  are made possible 
by the voters of Minnesota through grants from the 
Lake Region Arts Council and the Minnesota State 
Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation 
from the Arts and Cultural Heritage fund and 
through general operating grants from the F-M Area 
Foundation, the Alex Stern Family Foundation, and 
The Arts Partnership with support from the Cities of 
Fargo, Moorhead, and West Fargo. The expenses of 
master fiddler Loretta Kelley are supported by the 
Arts Midwest GIG Fund, a program of Arts Midwest 
that is supported by the National Endowment for 
the Arts, with additional contributions from the 
Minnesota State Arts Board.

Our mission is to share the many histories and 
cultural heritages of the people of our region. 
Donations are the fuel that keeps our fire burning. 
The support of donors make all our programming, 
collections work, and outreach into the community 
possible. We have been making great steady 
progress with this special day of online giving, and 
we are so grateful for your generosity! 

INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL 
EXPERIENCES PANEL

On November 14, Dr. Denise Lajimodiere presented 
her book Stringing Rosaries: The History, the 
Unforgivable, and the Healing of Northern Plains 
American Indian Boarding School. The event was a 
success and we are grateful to announce another 
event that depicts the history of Indian Boarding 
School experience..

Delores Gabbard will share her father’s experiences 
at a Canadian Indian Boarding School and Canada’s 
formal apology. Other panelists TBA.
The event will be held on Tuesday, January 2, 
starting at 6pm at the Hjemkomst Center. 

Bud Larsen playing a hardanger fiddle

SAVE THE DATE! GIVING HEARTS 
DAY IS FEB. 8, 2024. 

A combination of Strings Carlisle Indian 
Industrial School of Music



4 HCSCC Newsletter • Winter 2023

Letter from the Executive Director  

                       		  Maureen Kelly Jonason
With Mark Peihl’s retirement looming, I have been 
reminded to look back at our fifteen years together 
and marvel at all the changes. My December 2009 
newsletter column highlighted the 2009 spring flood 
which kept us closed for 30 days and frayed our 
nerves for longer. I wrote about how the recession 
of 2007-2009 had impacted us financially. We 
were celebrating our first Clay County exhibit as a 
combined staff called Two Photographers: OE Flaten 
and SP Wange, which had been a dream of Mark’s to 
create. I summarized the particulars of the merger of 
CCHS and HHIC that had taken place, and I looked 
forward to a busy and varied 2010.

The years since then have been rich and diverse. It 
has been gratifying to work with such a consummate 
professional as Mark Peihl, to have his wisdom, 
guidance, and affability to rely on in good times 
and bad. He has been our anchor, our rock, our 
calm, quiet voice of reason during turbulence.  He 
has been our moral, professional, and intellectual 
compass, and we cannot express enough our 
appreciation as a staff whose members have grown, 
matured, and blossomed under his tutelage. He will 
be sorely missed.

But if there is ever one constant on which we can all 
rely it is change. Looking back shows us how much we 
have changed over the years as an organization and 
as a society. Looking forward allows us to imagine 
how much change there is to come. I read recently 
that although Wall Street continues to be nervous 
about the economy, most Americans are forging 
ahead with optimism, and so shall HCSCC. We are 
a project-oriented staff, and so 2024 promises to be 

as rich and full as every other year when it comes 
to exhibits, events, and collections work. Traveling 
exhibits will include a beautiful color photography 
exhibit Working America, capturing striking portraits 
of Americans at their jobs (Jan-March); The Needle’s 
Art: Embroidered Treasures from the Emily Reynolds 
Historic Costume Collection (March-June), Quilt 
National ’23 (July-Sept), and Home of Memories: Iraqi 
Minnesotans, which will include a local component of 
our Iraqi and Kurdish neighbors (Oct – March 2025). 

Throughout the year, the historians on staff will 
be researching and writing the new Clay County-
centered exhibit due to open in 2025 tentatively 
called Land to Table, which will deal with foodways 
and recipes.

In our ongoing efforts to care for 12,000+ artifacts, 
we will be rehousing textiles in new grant-
funded equipment, continuing the long process 
of photographing every object, cataloguing new 
donations, and figuring out what objects need 
conservation treatment and following up as funding 
allows. Plans are underway to replace logs and the 
roof of the Bergquist Cabin and to determine what 
the Rollag One-room Schoolhouse most needs for its 
conservation. 

Preserving and sharing the history and culture of 
Clay County, MN, will never be done. As I have often 
said, we have a lifetime of work ahead of us.

-MKJ
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HCSCC Exhibitions

At Last: 10th Anniversary of Marriage 
Equality in Minnesota

August 1, 2023 – August 20, 2024
​3rd Floor West Hall Case

Come celebrate the 10th anniversary of marriage 
equality in MN! In this new exhibit brought to you by 
the Historical and Cultural Society of Clay County 
and the Red River Rainbow Seniors, learn about the 
ceremony in which eighteen couples were married 
at midnight in Moorhead on August 1, 2013. Explore 
the road to marriage equality in Minnesota and the 
impacts of the legalization of same-sex marriage. 

Support has been provided to HCSCC from the Lav-
ender Magazine, Gjesdahl Law, and the FMCVB. 

Ihdago Manipi: Clay County at 150

Through December 31, 2024 
4th-floor Gallery

Ihdago Manipi explores the dramatic transformation 
that occurred in the early years of Clay County, 
Minnesota.  

Away from Home: American Indian 
Boarding School Stories 

November 11, 2023 - January 7, 2024
3rd Floor Gallery

Beginning in the 1870s, the US government attempted 
to educate and assimilate American Indians into 
“civilized” society by placing children—of all ages, 
from thousands of homes and hundreds of diverse 
tribes—in distant, residential boarding schools. 
Many were forcibly taken from their families and 
communities and stripped of all signs of “Indianness,” 
even forbidden to speak their own language amongst 
themselves. Up until the 1930s, students were trained 
for domestic work and trade in a highly regimented 
environment. Many children went years without 
familial contact, and these events had a lasting, 
generational impact.

Working America

January 28, 2024 to March 17, 2024
3rd Floor Gallery

In the photography exhibition Working America, 
artist Sam Comen presents American immigrants 
and first-generation Americans at work in the 
small, skilled trades as icons of the American 
experience. The subjects share stories of economic 
independence and struggle, belonging and exclusion, 
faith and fear, and service to both community and 
family.

A variety of themes are explored in the portraits 
and accompanying interviews, including the dignity 
of work, inequity among immigrant nationalities, 
the political relevance of labor migrants, the 
intergenerational legacies of inherited skills, and the 
learning of new skills to adapt to the new land of 
opportunity; and the relationship between a nation’s 
identity and the identities of the individuals who 
comprise that nation.

This body of work has particular relevance today in a 
political landscape where anti-immigrant and pro-
worker sentiments figure prominently. Comen has 
revisited some of his portrait subjects more recently, 
to update their stories in the extraordinary context 
of the global pandemic and subsequently devastating 
economic hardship, adding new dimensions and 
timeliness to the project.

Working America is a meditation on American 
belonging and American becoming; it poetically 
acknowledges the lives and contributions of working 
men and women make as a part of our country and 
our collective experience.

Sam Comen, Chris 
Capizzi and Jenny Yang, 
Booksellers, 2019; digital 
photograph on Dinbond, 
36x24 inches.
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Member List, 2023

VANGUARD- $1,000 Robert Gerke 
Patricia Hinze and Howard Anderson

Mike and Tracy Opatril

PATRON- $250
Julie Blehm
Lynn and Dee Brakke
Larry and Janet Carlson
City of Barnesville
Yvonne C. Condell
James and Eleanor Coomber
Karen R. Erickson
Graham and Madrene-Goeson

Great Outcomes Consulting
Marcia Hardy
Arland and Willy Jacobson
Gloria and David Lee
Marj Matthees
Malcolm McKenzie and Hilary Ray
Mickelson Body Shop, Inc.
Moorhead Vikingland Kiwanis 
Kathleen Neugebauer
Korsmo Funeral Service

Donna M. Richards
Homer and Esther Saetre
Steve and Lucia Schroeder
Sellin Brothers, Inc.
Township of Eglon
Township of Spring Prairie
Sam and Coralie Wai
Mary and Chuck Weingarten
Zenas Baer Law Office

HERITAGE - $125
Mary O. Aaland
Betty Anda
Greg Anderson
Evonne Anderson
Dr. John and Mrs. Kim Baird
Lois Bekkerus
Patricia and Burton Belknap
Jim Bergquist and Jane Eastes
Cynthia Bleier
Meredith Bloomquist
Jane Borland
Ann Braaten
Jerry O. and June V. Brantner
Mary and Karl Brunsdale
Cahill Law Office, P. A.
City of Hawley
Mary Dahl
Virginia Dambach
Marv and Clare Degerness
Paul and Mardeth Dovre
Pauline and George Economon
Ron Ellingson
John and Audrey Elton
Carroll and Jo Engelhardt
Vijay and Anu Gaba
John and Marjorie Gustafson
Mike and Shawn Hagstrom
Russ and Nancy Edmonds Hanson

Mary Hastings
Holly Heitkamp
Jerry and Linda Hermann
Hans and Phyllis Hohle
Loren and Londa Ingebretsen
Anna Marie Johnson
Susan and Timothy Johnson
Ken and Jeanette Just
Ineke Justitz
Janet and Don Kaspari
Jeffery & Caroline Koppenhaver
Laurine and Don Kounovsky
Kizzia Kulzer
Rob Kupec and Deb White
Charles and Michal Lang
Morrie and Ruthie Lanning
Dora Lee
Randy and Mary Jo Lewis
Steve Lindaas and Alison Wallace
Jane and Donald Matthees
Tom McConn
Katherine and Ronald Mentjes
Wayne and Sylvia Nelson
Jan and Larry Nelson
Robert and Dorothy Nelson
Marc and Shirley Nokken
Douglas and Winnie Nyhus
Robert and JoAnn Nyquist
Casey Olson
Bob and Helen Olson

Trygve Olson
Joyce and Tom Pettinger
Rick and Lyn Pinnick
John and Melissa Porter
Gregory and Jill Post
Red River Danes
John Rowell and Claudia Murphy
Jerry Saude
Lawrence and Cindy Schwartz
Linda (Kopp) Small
Angela Smith and Linda Quigley
Tiffany and Kristiana Sollers*
Roland and Mary Swanson
Bob and Cindy Swenson
Valley Premier Bank
Karis Thompson and Matt Trefz
August Thurmer
Township of Alliance
Township of Georgetown
Township of Highland Grove
Township of Keene
Township of Moland
Township of Parke
Township of Skree
Moorhead Midday-Central Lions
Kirk and Kathy Watt
Stuart Westberg *
Don and Dianne Westrum
Ronald and Del Rae Williams

This is the active MEMBER list (not donors) of everyone who has paid for a 2023 membership as of Sept. 1, 2023. If you 
do not see your name, please contact Petra.Gunderson-Leith@HCSmuseum.org or call 218-299-5511, Ext, 6739. Thanks 
to all our continuing members for your support!           *= new members in 2023

BENEFACTOR- $500 Dennis and Sandy Herbranson Richard and Sharon Krabbenhoft

BOOSTER- $85 Pam and Dean Aakre Courtney Abel
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Hazel Ashworth 
Linda and Charlie Axness
Ira and Kim Bailey 
Eric Bailly and Amy Anderson 
Ken and Jan Bauer
Jolene Beckman and Fred 
Sternhagen
Steve and Elaine Beitelspacher
Kathryn E. Benson
Jeff and Pamela Brandon
Dennis R. and Kathy S. Bresee
Mark Chekola
City of Felton
Virginia and Dave Duval
David Ebinger & Lynne Flanders
Jerry and Judith Eide
Rev. Clay and Sue Ellingson
Mike and Dianne Fillmore
James and Jerilyn Forde
Dan and Fran Gilroy
John and Nadine Glas
Charles and Helen Grommesh
Frank and LaVonne Gross

Paul Harris and LuAnn Hagel
Fred and Judy Haugo
Alfhild Ingberg
Janice Jackson
Larry and Regina Jacobson
Ivan and Janice Johnson
Dolores M. and Curtis Johnson
Sarah King
Richard and Justine Kingham
Diane Krogh
Marlene and Rey Larsen
Kari Lucin*
Steve Lunde
Ginger Mitchell
Northwestern Bank
Anne Olsgaard
Maren Ortmeier*
Alan and Patricia Otto
Carlton and Phyllis Paulson
Joseph and Lois Pederson
Richard and Helen Pemble
Wanda and John Peterson
John D. Peterson

Marie Posch
Jeffery Quam and Rebecca Smith
Amy Rice & Chris Orth
Gayle and Mike Robertson
Mary Ann Scheffler
Karen A. and Joe Schneider
Gloria Schuster-Beyers
Terry Shoptaugh and Deborah Janzen
Linda and Paul Skatvold
James Skauge
Renae Smith
Gert Solum
Ryan and Jessica Striker
Larry and Shirley Swenson
Ronnie and Donna Tang
Karen and Johnny Thiele
Township of Hawley
Township of Morken
Jim and Nellie Walker
Diane Wallace
Erin Wallace
Ann Woell*

BASIC+- $60
Kelsey Anderson*
Charlie and Sharon Bacon
Karl and Denise Bakkum
Gary and Debra Ball-Kilbourne
Bruce and Joy Bang
Myrna Beattie
Arley and Sharon Beitelspacher
John and Cindy Benson
Eric and Erika Berg
Robert and Becky Boyle Jones
Wayne and Diane Brendemuhl
Donna and Mark Chalimonczyk
Jim and Sandy Christopherson
Sandy and Harold Coffman Jr.
Reid and Susan Curtis
Helen Danielson
John Docken and Cathy Lindquist
Jason and Nancy Eide
Jerome C. and Pamela M. Ekre
Gordon and Carol Ekre
Mike and Pat Elton
Amanda Enz
Wayne and Sandy Gjervold
Randy and Erin Halvorson
Keith and Julie Hansen*
Neil and Polly Hanson
River Keepers

Jared and Amy Jensen*
Shelley Jerviss and Jim Skree 
John and Donna Johnson
Neil and Nancy Jordheim
Janet and George Jury
Scott Kadlec
Jenna Kahly
Delayne Karls
Matt and Shannon Kechely
Sharon Kemp
Merlin, Shirley and Stefan 
Kirchenman
Audrey Kloubec
Carol and Merril Knodle
David and Peggy Kragnes
Brad and Jenna Kuehl
John and Sharon Larson
Lynn Lauderdale and Dan Neisen
Michael and Tarah Leeser
Phyllis and Dale Lincoln
John and Patricia Lindholm
Joy Lintelman and Rick Chapman
Jacqueline Lorme
Candace and Steven Mathiowetz
Marion and Elva Miller
JoNell Moore
Gerald I. and Arlys Ohe
Ardell and Audrey Olson

Gary and Becky Olson
Paul and Suzanne Opperman
Rosalie and Richard Peterson
Larry Peterson and Mary C. Struck
I. Morris Rasmussen
Michael G. Rasmusson
Jillian and William Rettig
Thomas J. and Ann Riley
Charles and Barbara Ruzicka
Mark Sheils
Carol and Steven Sibley
Barry and Renee Steen
Yvonne Steindal and Craig Lewis
David and Sarah Stone
Kelly Sullivan Noah and Sam Noah
Bob and Linda Swanson
Don and Dianne Swenson*
Lilla Talge
Lynn Tkachuk
Blake and Kathy Vander Vorst
Keith and Michelle Wander
Dave and Susan Wee
Billie Wegner
Mary and Aaron Wenaas
Lawrence and Joy Wohlrabe
Ann and Patrick Zavoral
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Candace M Allen
Allen County Public Library
Jacqueline Anderson
Patricia A Bastion
Carol E Bender
Marilyn Bengston
Rose Bergan
Phyllis Boatman
J. D. Bohlman
Regina Bohnet
Helen and Richard Bolton
BrendaBee L Bouton
Einar Bredeson
Tracee Buethner
Verona V. Burbeck
Barbara Burrill
Donna Christianson
Paul Collins
Rick Crume
Diane Dabbert
Lona Daley Getz
Sharon and Roger DiBrito
Ione Diiro
Beth Dille
June Adele Dolva
Jean Doty
Karen Dregseth
Arnold Ellingson
Blake English
Rosalie Goble
Sandra Gordon
Genevieve Goven MD
Tom Goven
Keith Gregerson
Charlotte Griffeth
Ardis Haaland
Tom Hall

LaVerne Halverson
Morgan Halvorson
Laurie M. Hanson
Deb Harris 
Elaine Hasleton
Mary Jane Haugen
Carole Lee Hays
Susan Heidenreich
Joyce Henderson
Vickie Hendrickson
Larry Henning
Jessica M. Henry
Bob Hillier
Muriel J Hinman
Sharold Hipfner
Orpha Hoelstad
Allyne Holz
Honorary Consul of 
Norway 
Karla Huebner
Cindy Huffman
Charlotte Jacobson
Karen M Johnson
Douglas Johnson
Doris Jorgenson
Beth Juran
John Kiefer
Romayne Kilde*
Mary Knopfler
Judi Koehmstedt
John Kolness
Helen Lamson
Joyce Y Larsen
Kay Larson
Mary Leff
Anita Leiseth
Laurence MacLeod
Bess Manesis

Stephanie Manesis
Cheryl C. Marvig
Wilma Jean McDonald
Dwight Mickelson
Karen Midgarden
Michael M. Miller
Roger Minch
Anne Moyano
Laurine Muhle
Carolyn Nelson
Kathleen Nelson
Eileen C. Tronnes Nelson
Jane Nissen
Beverly Nokken
Denese Norris
Karen Olson
Cheryl Olson
Clynton S. Olson and 
Willard E. Hiebert
David Olson
Mary O’Reilly-Seim
Julianne Overby
Joan Parries
Betty Patterson
Marcia Pederson
Donald Pingree
Sharon Pingree*
Terry Pipho
Todd Plath
Fr. Duane Pribula
Sharon Puppe
Roberta Radford
Dawn M Radtke
Jay Rasmussen
Judy Rippentrop
Jennifer Ristau
Margaret Ristvedt
Howard Rockstad

Darlene Rustad
Paul Rustad
Diane Rustad
Margaret Sarbacker
Catherine Scheibe
Lois Schneider
Larry Seljevold
Paul and Karen Senne
Ruth Severson
Portia Smith
Jim Steen
Christine Stenerson
Stenerson Lumber
Daryl Stensgaard
Kristen Stuenkel
Dorothy Suomala
Alex Swanson
Jenifer Swetland
Kathy B Tofflemire
Township of Hagen
Janet Traaseth
Waneta Truesdell
Carol Udart
Jacqueline Ulstad
Bob and Judy Videen
Mark Vinz
Esther Vollbrecht
Mark Voxland
Karen Walkin
Kelly Wambach
Wendy Ward
Ron Welch
Dale White
Robyne Williams
Adele Wilson
Fred Wosick
Diane Wray-Williams

Julianna Berg* Tucker Lutter Kathleen Veliz*
STUDENT - $15

BASIC- $40

Myron D. Anderson and 
Susan Duffy
James Andvik
Doug Asp
Roger Asp
Tom Asp
Steve and Vicki Bremer
Pamela Burkhardt
Ken Covey

Mohr Family Foundation
Jon D. and Phyllis L. Evert
Barbara Glasrud
Paula Grosz
Lynn and Rae Halmrast
Elizabeth Hannaher
Vegard Heide
Paul and Therese Hesse
Mark Hilde and Mary 

Walseth
Bjørn Holtet
DeMaris Nesheim
Debra and Eric Mohr
Dennis Morken
Mikkel and Barbara Pates
Guy Paulson
Clair and Ardy Peterson
Ronald Ramsay and Peter 

Vandervort
Dr. David Rockstad
Lola Ruff
Deborah S. and Robert 
Seitz
Dan and Sandy Skolness
Jeff Solum
Virginia Wright

LIFE
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In early October, we received a very interesting 
donation of handmade willow baskets from the 
Shasky family, descendants of the Tatley family in 
the Ulen area. According to the donor, the three 
baskets were given to Olise Tatley over a period of 
several years by an Ojibwe family to thank her and 
the Tatley family for food that was provided to them. 
Olise Iversdatter Lund was born in 1862 in Norway 
and came to Minnesota with her parents and siblings 
in 1883. She married Hans Johannessen Tatley in 
June of 1884 in Clay County, and they had five 
children who survived to adulthood. 

The baskets were used by Olise and her daughter 
Hilda and handed down in the family. A grim side 
to the story of the baskets, though, is that they 
represent a time when many Ojibwe people in 
Minnesota experienced severe food insecurity due 
to the loss of their traditional ways of life and food 
sources, and unreliable promised food provisions 
from the U.S. 

Consider the Gift of Membership with HCSCC
Are you a member of the Historical and Cultural Society of Clay County? Do you have family or friends 
interested in museums, festivals, and local history? HCSCC membership makes a great gift, and we have 
several membership levels to choose from:

• Basic (Individual) – $40 • Booster – $85 • Patron – $250 
• Basic+ (Household) – $60 • Heritage – $125 • Benefactor – $500
To sign up or to learn more about what each membership level offers, visit our website (www.hcscconline.org)
and click on the “Join & Support” tab at the top menu or give us a call: (218) 299-5511.

Baskets From Tatley Family by Lisa Vedda

Heritage Gift Shop

HCSCC Collections Spotlight

HCSCC Collection, baskets

The Heritage Gift Shop is stocked and full of all the 
right presents this holiday season! Don’t forget 
your 15% Membership Discount with gift shop 
purchases! 

New Items in our Gift Shop include:
-Ornaments
-Norweign Chocolate
-Books & Bookmarks
- Viking Shield Replicas
& much more! 

These baskets are the first items to be donated 
to the HCSCC permanent artifact collection that 
represents this aspect of Clay County’s history.

Hand crafted ornaments
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When Mark Peihl retires at the end of the year, he 
will leave, as the saying goes, pretty big shoes to 
fill. We are fortunate that we have had an archivist-
in-training with us for quite some time. Meet Petra 
Gunderson-Leith, our new Clay County Archivist.

Petra first came to us as an undergraduate at MSUM. 
She started working here as a General Museum 
Assistant in 2013 under the Work Study program. As 
a cultural anthropology major with a minor in history, 
she also studied Norwegian language and culture at 
Concordia College through Tri-College University. 
While here, she also had an internship in the archives 
under Mark Peihl’s tutelage. 

After graduating in 2016, she worked as a contract 
genealogist and for the West Fargo Library Historical 
Center where she put together a small exhibit on 
Tony England, taught a class in caring for family 
history, researched and wrote a brief history of West 
Fargo, and archived and digitized city records.

She then went on for a Master’s in Public History at 
North Dakota State University. While taking classes, 
she was assigned to work half-time here at HCSCC 
as a graduate assistant, and we benefitted highly 
by her skills in cataloguing and photographing the 
3-D collection and helping with exhibit installations 
2019-2022. In June of 2022, she joined the staff 
half-time as administrative assistant, processing 
memberships and donations and helping as needed 
in customer service and continuing to work half-time 
in collections cataloguing and photographing through 

a Minnesota Historical Society (MHS) grant.

 In January of this year, she moved back into the 
Archives half-time under a grant from MHS to assist 
Mark with the backlog of archival records and to 
learn more about Mark’s job. She has also been 
working on her master’s thesis which is entitled 
Delusions of Political Influence: A Biography of The 
Minnesota Blizzard- Maria Jane Blaisdell 1838-1918, 
and she plans to complete that in 2024.

In the meantime, she and her husband Ian recently 
bought an old house in Sabin and even have 
chickens on site. It was a natural fit, then, to offer the 
position to Petra as she has had an entire decade of 
experience with us and has proven herself to be a 
flexible, amiable, and knowledgeable team member. 
She will take an even greater role in researching and 
writing the upcoming Land to Table in Clay County 
exhibit under development and plans to have many 
happy years serving the public as the new Clay 
County Archivist, a position she calls her “dream job.”

She has already begun to develop public programs 
to give out in the community including the topics of  
Orabel Thortvedt, Concordia College, West Fargo, 
and Maria Jane Blaisdell.

Petra will be on maternity leave January and 
February, and HCSCC staff will do their best to 
assist archive researchers in her absence.
 
Welcome Petra to the staff when you get a chance!

Meet the New Archivist – 
Petra Gunderson-Leith

HCSCC Thorvedt Family Collection, paint set, 
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HCSCC Winter Events and Exhibits Calendar 

December 2, 1PM
Hardanger Fiddle Concert
Hjemkomst Center – 
Auditorium

December 4, 6PM
History on Tap
Junkyard Brewing Company

December 20, 4PM
HCSCC Board Meeting

December 24-CLOSED
Christmas Eve
Hjemkomst Center 

December 25-CLOSED
Christmas Day
Hjemkomst Center 

January 1-CLOSED
New Year’s Day
Hjemkomst Center

January 2, 6PM
Indian Boarding School Panel
Hjemkomst Center
Free admission

January 7, 5PM
Hjemkomst Center – 3rd 
Floor Gallery
Away from Home closes
Admission

January 17, 4PM
HCSCC Board Meeting
Hjemkomst Center – Elm

January 25, 6PM
Hjemkomst Center – Oak
Best of Spain Wine Class
$60 per person

January 27, 9AM
Working America opens
Hjemkomst Center – 3rd 
Flood Gallery

February 5, 6PM
History on Tap!
Junkyard Brewing Company

February 21, 4PM
HCSCC Board Meeting

March 4, 6PM
History on Tap
Junkyard Brewing Company

March 17, 5PM
Working America closes
Hjemkomst Center – 3rd 
Floor Gallery

March 20, 4PM
HCSCC Board Meeting
Hjemkomst Center – Elm

March 26, 5PM – 7PM
ERHCC Exhibition -
opening reception
Hjemkomst Center
3rd Floor Gallery

Find us online for updates or event registration at www.hcscconline.org/events. HCSCC offers ASL 
interpretation for all of our online or live events by request with two weeks notice
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