
































Christmas Traditions

By Joan Erickson
Christmas has long been a season heavily garnished with
tradition. These traditions can vary greatly
geographically, ethnically and religiously, as well as
within a family. The celebration of the holiday season
may differ immensely from one generation to another or
from sibling to sibling.

Coming from central Minnesota, | was limited to, and
familiar with traditions typical of the German Catholic
community where | grew up. So after moving to the Red
River Valley, | was somewhat surprised in the
differences of how people in this area of the state
celebrate the holiday season. Intrigued by this, | decided
to do a little digging in our archives, to come up with
some stories from the past.

One festivity | found particularly interesting was called
"Yule Bok" or "Christmas fooling." While not practiced
by all, it comes from Scandinavian roots and was
practiced from Christmas Day on for ten or more days.
As Tina Olson described it in Seasons to Remember:
Barnesville 1882-1982:

Adult boys and girlsfrom a couple offamilies would dress up
in masquerade fashion andface mask and walk to a neighbor,
tap on the door and call out "Here we are!" They were
welcomed in, some started singing” Paul paa Haugen" or
some other silly song, while someone else played on a guitar
or mouth organ, men would often jig to music also. During
this time, the host would guess who each one was. After one
was identified, he took his mask off and stepped aside. When
all had removed their masks, they had treats. Then remasked
and got the young people here to dress and join the group to
go to another home for more fun.

Another tradition tied to the holiday season was the
Christmas program. Looking through the many
centennial books from towns in Clay County, | found
frequent mention of the school Christmas program and
how fondly everyone looked forward to it each year.
Some neighboring small towns seemed to compete, just
to see who could put on the best show, but no matter
which town, the entire community enjoyed taking part in
these standing-room-only events.

Teachers would begin looking for material for the
Christmas program as soon as school started in the fall.
Every child would have at least one part in the program,
which usually consisted of memorized poems, songs,

and lengthy pieces. The Christian Nativity story was
also generally a big part of the pageant. Children could
look forward to getting outfitted with new shoes and
clothing to wear both in the program, for Christmas, and
then afterwards.

Getting readyfor the Christmas program was a big

event... Everyone was in one number at least. Sometimes one
might have 3-4 parts to learn. The singing of songs might be
assisted by a squeaky pump organ or out of tune piano,
generally played by the teacher or the parent. Curtains were
sheetsfurnished by parents, safety-pinned together and hung
on a wire across thefront. Hopefully it didn't fall during the
intermissions.

Helen Nicklay Glawe, Seasons to Remember:
Barnesville 1882-1982

Frequently held in the evening, the Christmas program
climaxed with the passing of large bags of nuts, fruit
and candy to everyone in attendance.

Regardless of background, many people of this area
display a Christmas tree during the holidays. While it is
commOntoday to see them up as early as Thanksgiving,
Christmas trees of the past were not cut or decorated
until much closer to Christmas Day. Of the stories |
found in our records, most made mention of fir or
spruce trees being used, although I also found reference
to oak, scrub and even large pine bows or branches.

Many times families would set out to a pasture or the
woods in search of the perfect tree, then cut it down
themselves. Decorating the tree, however, was not
always an event done by the entire family. Beulah
Brandvold has recollections of her family's Christmas

(Continued on Page 14)
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CLAY COUNTY MUSEUM

"Then
and

Now"

Opens Dec. 11

"Then and Now" is a photographic look at
how Clay County has changed and how, in
some ways, it has stayed the same. The
exhibit will match photographs in the Clay
County Archives with current photographs
of the same scenes, duplicating the
perspectives of the original photographs
whenever possible.

"A Century of Cycling"

Continues through December 5

Ulen Mercantile ca 1910

Dale’s Grocery, Ulen 1987

From the high wheels of the 1880s to the mountain bikes of today, Clay County residents have ridden
wheels. This exhibit looks at changes in bicycles and how people have been changed by them.

Make plans to visit
the Clay County Museum today!!
Hours are: 9-5 Mon.-Sat., 9-9 Thurs. and 12-5 Sun.

Lower level of Hjemkomst Center, 202 1st Ave. N., Moorhead
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Basic training begins in December

Karen Gohner

CCHS #1 Volunteer joins Army

We will soon be saying goodbye to a very special volunteer - Karen Gohner.
Karen has been volunteering for CCHS every Tuesday afternoon since August
1992. Now she has decided to volunteer for another kind of duty - this time with
Uncle Sam. Karen will report at Fort McClellen, Alabama, in December, to begin
serving a five year stint with the United States Army. Following basic, she will
do advanced training for the military police. We know she’ll do a great job.

Karen began volunteering at the Heritage Center in October 1991. Later, when she
decided that her 1990 history degree from NDSU could be put to better use in a
museum/history setting, Karen switched to volunteering for CCHS.

She has been an excellent and dependable volunteer. Karen will tackle any project
- from folding brochures to unpacking dusty trunks, all with a cheerful smile. One
of her primary duties has been helping process artifacts. Karen’s cheerful attitude
and unselfish help will be truly missed and we wish her all the luck in the world.

Come travel with us!!

CCHS has sponsored three tours to the Twin Cities in the
past year and a half. The focus of all the tours has been
the new History Center at 345 Kellogg Boulevard West,
St. Paul. It is a marvelous facility with ever changing
exhibits, a cafe, two gift shops, and a state-of-the-art
research library. Other sites have included the Science
Center and Omni Theater, the James J. Hill House, the
Landmark Center and the American Swedish Institute.

A large number of participants on those tours have asked
about additional tours. Since we feel the exposure is both
educational and recreational we would like to continue
sponsoring these trips. Because the tours were never
intended as fund raisers we have tried to match the price
with expenses. Unfortunately, since we were unable to fill
up the last tour, it had to be subsidized by CCHS. Our
goal is for the tours to be self-supporting.

With that in mind we would like some input from our
members, previous tour participants, and potential
participants, on what kinds of tours you would be most
interested in.

You can help us by responding to the following
questionnaire:

Yes
I am interested in a one-day bus tour [J
I think $25 - $50 is a reasonable fee [J
One tour per year is sufficient O
Two tours per year would be nice O

(Spring & Fall)

No
O
O
O
O

Check any of the following sites which would be of
interest to you as a future tour site:

O Historic Sites in Clay County

[J Historic Fort Snelling

O State Capital

[0 Governors Mansion

[J Oliver H. Kelly Farm, Elk River

[ Split Rock Lighthouse, Lake Superior
[0 Harkin Store, New Ulm

[J Wanda Gag House, New Ulm

[0 Mayo House & LeSueur Museum

[J Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum, Walnut Grove
00 Wolf Center, Ely

[0 Science Museum of Minnesota

[] Landmark Center

[0 American Swedish Institute

[0 Pipestone National Monument

[0 Duluth and environs

[ Ironworld USA, Chisholm

[ Croft Mine Historical Park, Crosby
O Alexander Ramsey House

[ James J. Hill House

O Lac Qui Parle Mission, Montevideo
0J Judy Garland Museum, Grand Rapids
[J Mille Lacs Indian Museum, Onamia
[J Sinclair Lewis Home, Sauk Center

[0 Walker Art Center

[0 Other

Please complete this survey and return it to Clay County
Historical Society, 202 1st Ave. N., P.O. Box 501,
Moorhead, MN 56560. Thanks!!
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Christmas (Continued from Page 12)
tree in Spanning the Century: History of Ulen,
Minnesota:

I am told that when we were tiny, Mama and Papa would
always put our Christmas tree up on Christmas Eve after we
were asleep. Lo and behold! In the morning there stood the
old fashioned Christmas tree in all its glory, trimmed with
ropes of tinsel and twinkling wax candles.

Homemade trimmings were very common years ago.
Popcorn and cranberry strings and paper chains hung on
many a tree, as well as decking halls and doorways.
Tinsel, candy canes, bells, crepe paper and glass balls
also added to the Christmas tree’s ornamentation.
Colored candles, placed in metal holders, were secured
to the tree and lit for brief periods.

Although illuminating the Christmas tree and the spirits
of the observers with their glow, candles on the tree
could be quite dangerous. Pearle Eide Melbye recalls
that aspect of Christmas in Hitterdal: 100 Years: "We

children did not recognize the danger of the lighted candles on

the evergreen tree. I remember Dad, nervously keeping an eye
on the tree until the candles were extinguished. "

Other stories made mention of how the Christmas trees
in churches and at school programs had to be carefully
guarded while the candles were lit. Often times,
someone stood watch near the tree, ready with a pail of
water and a mop in case the tree should ignite from one
of the flames.

Before gifts could be distributed, some families took part
in other traditions first. The Christmas story may have
been read from the Bible in English, Norwegian or other
language. Singing Christmas carols seemed to be
something enjoyed by all.

I found it extremely interesting reading about Christmas
traditions of the past in Clay County. This year, being
I'm usually with relatives during the holidays, I feel
inspired to do a little more research into my own
family’s Christmas traditions. Maybe you can do the
same!

Happy Holidays!

"‘\.‘;

\‘

Merry Christmas

From the Clay County Historical Society

Board Staff and Volunteers

* % * * September/October 1993 * * * *

CCHS extends a very special
thank you to the following
individuals who have renewed
their membership for another
year.

Junald Rendahl, Moorhead

Ruth Swanson, Moorhead

John & Bev Hest, Hawley
Evelyn Keeping Hansen, Hawley
Mrs. Elva L. Jarvis, Hawley
Fred L. Larson, Glyndon
Deloris Zwack-Mellon, Mpls.
Bill & Audrey Jones, Moorhead

Francelia Iverson, Barnesville
Ann & Orvis Gytri, Felton

Lloyd Pladson, Fargo

Myrtle E. Nelson, Moorhead
David R. Reed, Moorhead
Erwin/Eleanor Aarestad, Harwood
Richard & June Chenoweth, Mhd.
Steve Olson, Nebraska

Harriet Ernst, Barnesville

Clara Bannerman, Moorhead
Ellen Butenhoff, Moorhead
Clayton/Doris Jorgenson, Hawley
Arlo Brown, Dilworth

Dr. John Holten, Moorhead

Robert Gates, New York
Marrion E. Walsh, Moorhead
Davis Scott, Moorhead
Kermit Alveshere, Moorhead

CCHS welcomes the
following new members:

Clarence Bergquist, Oregon
Ruth Franzen, Fargo

Duane Schulenberg, California
Jackie Packer, Barnesville
George C. Shippey, California




CCHS - 1993 MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

I would like to begin/renew my membership in the Clay
County Historical Society. Please enter my membership
in the category I have checked below:

[0l znpDIVIDUAL $15.00

] FAMILY $35.00

CCHS MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

* % FREE Admission to the Center

LA Bi-Monthly Newsletter

* % 25% Discount on Photo Reproductions

K 10% Discount on Acid-Free Materials

* % Voting Privileges

* % Invitation to the Annual Meeting/Dinner

and all CCHS Events

NAME :

ADDRESS:

PHONE :

Family memberships, please list family members.

Husband Wife

Children (under the age of 18)

Return to: Clay County Historical Society
P.0. Box 501
Moorhead, MN 56561

(218) 233-4604
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