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Heritage Business Members and 75th Annivers

Please help us thank these business
members for supporting the Clay
County Historical Society by
patronizing them with your business:

PATRIARCH _ ($500+)
State Bank of Moorhead (Sponsor)

SETTLER ($200-$499)
Cahill Law Office, P. A.

Eventide

First National Bank of Hawley
City of Georgetown

Mac's, Inc.

IRAIIBIAZFR  ($100-$199)
City of Barnesville
Dilworth/Glyndon/Felton  ISD
Don's Car Washes, Inc.

City of Hawley

Korsmo Funeral Service
Moorhead Antique Mall
Moorhead Area Public Schools
Moorhead Drug Company
Moorhead Kiwanis

Moorhead Midday-Central Lions
Muffler Man, Inc. (Sponsor)
Rigels, Inc.

Scheels Moorhead

Bridge, cont. from page 11

Davy may have continued to pressure the company. In
August 1910, they submitted an application for a permit for a
movable bridge with the Army Corps. Its design was

Sellin Brothers Inc.
State Bank of Hawley
Talent Productions
Wright Funeral Home
YHR Partners, Ltd.

EXPLORER  ($50-$99)

Geoffrey D. Bentley, DDS, PA
McLaugWin Auctioneers, Dilworth
Mickelson Body Shop, Hawley
Moorhead Area Retired Educators
Moorhead Vikingland Kiwanis
Richtman's Press Club

Stenerson Lumber

Z5th Anniversary Sponsors

Americlnn Lodge & Suites of
Moorhead

Bernie's Wines & Liquors

CMP Consulting

Clay County Connection

Dewey's Septic Service, Lake Park

District No.3 School Alumni

FM Printing & Office Supplies

First National Bank, Hawley

Georgetown Community Affairs
Committee

Gio's at the Americlnn

Gloria Lee
Hombacher's Foods
Johnson & Johnson Ins e

Jon and Phyllis Evert

Juan and Annele Mondragon.
owners of Juano's Restaurants
Juano's Latin Bar and coming soon,
John Alexander's American Classics
Restaurant and Bar

KFGO 790-AM

Kelly Wambach

Kim Brewster Ice Art, Inc.

Lakes & Prairies Community Action
Partnership

Lichtsinn, Anderson Insurance

Lindsay Ecowater Soft Water

Lynn Brakke Organic Beef

Mikkelson Insurance

Moorhead Antique Mall

Red River Trails & Tours

Roisum Elite Sales & Marketing

Sign Post, Hawley

Snap Dragon Restaurant

Speakeasy Restaurant

Strand & Marcy Insurance Agency

Summit Financial Services

Talent Productions

Village Inn Restaurant

Scherzer bridges were much cheaper to build than the usual
moving bridge. This was the type proposed for Fargo-

Moorhead.

The streetcar company's application proposed placing the
bridge just north of the existing North Bridge, with the Fargo

remarkable and, if built, would have been aunique addition to
the area's infrastructure. Unlike the earlier bridges, this span
would not turn to allow boats to pass, but would lift a section
out of the way. Many of us have seen movies showing bridges
opening in the middle by pivoting on hinges on either side.
(They often show the hero's car vaulting over the opening span
leaving the bad guys stranded on the bank behind.) These are
called Bascule Bridges, from the French term for see-saw or
balance. Heavy counter weights on the land side of the bridge
make it easy to raise and lower the span. But wear and tear on
the axel-like "trunnion™ in the hinge can cause problems.

In 1893, Chicago engineer William Scherzer patented a
new style of Bascule bridge, which required no trunnion. The
Scherzer rolling lift bridge instead featured curved trusses
which allowed the opening section or "leaf to actually roll
back toward the bank like a rocking chair (see the illustration
on page 15). Simple, elegant and requiring no center pier,

approach connecting NP Avenue to Moorhead's 2" Avenue
North, about where today's 1s Avenue North bridge enters
Minnesota. In January 1911, the Fargo Forum reported "The
days of the city of Moorhead drawing that nice little
emolument of $600 from the Fargo & Moorhead Street
Railway Co., for the use of the east halfofthe north bridge, are
numbered ... Manager Brown said that the company was
extremely anxious to have a bridge crossing of its own [and
was reasonably certain] that the contemplated structure would
be erected this year, in fact everything was in readiness for
inviting bids and letting the contract” as soon as the Army
Corps approved the permit.

Correspondence in the file indicates the Army Corp's only
quibble with the bridge was whether the 40-foot opening was
wide enough for steamboats operating on the Red in 1911. The
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Heritage Members ’

The number of members in the following
categories continues to grow! Thank you to
all of our wonderful members for your
tremendous support.

Individual Patriarch ($500+)

Darren & Jane Leno, Moorhead
Lynne M. Olson, Fargo
Elsie Pitsenbarger, Fargo

Individual Settler ($200-$499)
David R. Alme, Kennewick, WA
Roland & Carolyn Barden

Richard T. McMurray, Annandale, VA
James & Chris Stenerson, Moorhead

Individual Trailblazer ($100-199)
Robert L. & Selma Anderson
Rod C. & Audrey Angstman
Carl L. & June Bailey

Jim Bergquist & Jane Eastes
Al & Meredith Bloomquist
Kevin & Kristy Campbell
Dr. Yvonne C. Condell

Paul & Joyce Eidbo

John & Audrey Elton
Rodney Erickson

Graham & Madrene Goeson
Burton Grover

Delmar & Rhoda Hansen
Dennis & Kris Herbranson
Lorine D. Holschuh

Andre & Emily Houglum
Hal F. Janneck

Ardee & Eunice Johnson
Richard & Sharon Krabbenhoft
James H. Landblom

Patricia Lynde-Hemmah
Dan & Faith Meurrens
Robert & JoAnn Nyquist

E. Robert & Donna Olson
Esther O. Olson

Charlotte Onstine

Elaine G. Oss

Lloyd & Bev Paulson

John D. Peterson
Sherwood, Jr. & Wendy Peterson
Donna M. Richards
Karol Kay Peterson Rood
Bev & John Rowell
Steve & Lucia Schroeder
Hazel & Davis A. Scott
William Snyder

Ruth & Olin Storvick
Bob & Linda Swanson
Phyllis W. Thysell

Chris & Ellen Velline
Mark & Donna Voxland
Tom & Sherry Watt

Ron & Loretta Welch
Eldon Wollmann

Individual Explorer ($50-$99)

Marjorie Aakre

Mark & Lois Altenburg
Howard Anderson & Pat Hinze
Russell & Lois Bekkerus
Genelle Bentley

Richard & June Chenoweth
Patrick A. Colliton

Nancy K. Cooper

Helen M. Danielson

Jim L. & Portia Danielson
Leland & Dorothy Delger
Roland & Beth Dille
Maybelle Dinsmore
Dorothy A. Dodds

Paul & Mardeth Dovre
Gordon & Carol Ekre
Jerome C. & Pamela Ekre
Mike & Pat Elton

Carroll & Joan Engelhardt
Katherine Erickson
Michael J. & Kathy Farrell
Howard R. Geng

Janet Gorman

Lloyd Gunderson

Ann P. Gytri

LaVerne Halverson

Ethel & Ralph Hest

Herman & Gail Holland
Arthur Holmgren

Gail D, Jordahl

Heidi Kassenborg

Alden & Shirley Knatterud
Paul E. & Florence Korsmo
Lois L. Kundert

Neil H. Larson

Gloria Lee

John David Lee

Don & Alvina Lein

Bob & Phyllis Litherland
Janet K. Martin

Ethel R. Medalen
Katherine Mentjes

Mr. & Mrs. Dan B. Murphy
Larry & Jan Nelson

Gisela S. Nobel

Beverly Nokken

Richard & Helen Pemble
Sherwood & Marilynn Peterson
L. Diane Pickett

James & Dorothy Powers
Paul Pratt

Eugene & Karen Prim
Elsie Quam

John Reber

Mel & Margaret Ristvedt
Edna J. Rude

Carol & Gordon Rustad
Barry & Renee Steen
Marge Stoa

Ray & Erma Stordahl

Don & Rose-Mary Strom
Alvin & Diane Swanson
Ronnie & Donna Tang
Kenneth & Mary Tangen
Bruce M. Thorson

Ron & Deanna Ulven
Marguerite A. Wardeberg
Dale D. White

Dick & Kathy Zaylskie
Mary Kinsella Ziegenhagen
Carol Zielinski

Bridge, cont. from page 12

Corps District Engineer reported that the only remaining boats
were the U.S. government-owned steamer Ogema and its
dredge (22" and 24’ in beam, respectively) and the Red River
Transportation Company’s steamer Grand Forks (26.5 wide).
The Engineer remarked, “it is very doubtful if larger boats than
these ... will ever navigate the river between Fargo and
Belmont [25 miles south of Grand Forks] for many years to

come.” The Corps approved the permit April 29, 1911.
Obviously, the bridge was never constructed. It’s kind of a
shame, it would have been an interesting addition to local
infrastructure. But other forces were at work. In September
1911, the streetcar company owners sold out to H. M.
Billingsby’s Consumers’ Power Company (later Northern
States Power Company). The new owners sought and received

Continued on page 15...
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New and Renewed Memberships

CCHS extends a special thank you
to the following individuals who
renewed or upgraded their
memberships or became new
members in November and
December:

NEW MEMBERS

*Genelle Bentley, Lake Park, MN
Christine Cockerill, Moorhead
Glyndon Senior Citizens

*Mary & CIiff Langerud, Barnesville
McLaughlin Auctioneers, Dilworth
Timothy Ray, Moorhead

*Joanne Schlanser, Fargo

Linda (Kopp) Small, Bloomington
Jennifer & Brock Stenberg, Moorhead
*Barbara Weatherston, Fargo
*Denotes gift memberships

UPGRADES
Warren & Marie Brendemuhl, Mhd
Cahill Law Office, PA, Moorhead
Nancy K. Cooper, Golden Valley, MN
Marv & Clare Degerness, Moorhead
Mike & Pat Elton, Apple Valley, MN
Alden & Shirley Knatterud, Moorhead
Dan & Faith Meurrens, Moorhead
Sherwood & Marilynn Peterson,
Sabin
Barry & Renee Steen, Moorhead
Kenneth & Mary Tangen, Moorhead
Chris & Ellen Velline, Torrance, CA

RENEWALS

Rod & Audrey Angstman, Moorhead
Erwin & Clarice Backlund, Moorhead
Geoffrey Bentley, DDS, PA, Hawley
Sharon Benzel, Moorhead

Gary & Rose Bergan, Hawley

David S. Bowe, Fargo

Helen Brakke, Fargo

Sylvia Burtness, Moorhead

John Butze, Glyndon

Richard & June Chenoweth, Isanti

Keith & Michelle Coalwell, Dilworth

Patrick Colliton, Fargo

John & Audrey Elton, Hawley

Art & Gwen Erickson, Moorhead

Burnice Everson, Hawley

Michael & Kathy Farrell, Barnesville

*Lori & Bob Feigum, Moorhead

First National Bank of Hawley

Marion Formanek, Moorhead

Janet Fox, Hawley

Ruth Franzen, Fargo

Sharon Geyer, Fargo

Clifford A. Gilbertson, North St. Paul

Janet Gorman, Moorhead

Marilyn E. Gorman, Moorhead

Edward A. Gudmundson, Moorhead

Lloyd Gunderson, Moorhead

Virgil Gunnarson, Lake Park

Hazel Haarstad, Moorhead

Fern Haiby, Moorhead

Tom Hall, Moorhead

Steve Handegaard, Dalton, MN

Harmon Glass Doctor, Moorhead

Waldo E. Hatledal, Hawley

Clair O. Haugen, Moorhead

Vincent & Shirley Haugen, Detroit
Lakes, MN

Helen M. Hedelund, Moorhead

Holly Heitkamp, Fargo

Ethel & Ralph Hest, Moorhead

Lorine D. Holschuh, Fargo

John R. Holten, Moorhead

*Karla Huebner, El Cerrito, CA

James D. Johnson, Moorhead

Virginia H. Johnson, New York, NY

Heidi Kassenborg, Afton, MN

Marilyn Klemetson, Moorhead

Jeffory M. Kluck, Moorhead

Marilyn Krogh, Fort Collins, CO

Norman B. Kuehl, Fargo

Francis Kukowski, Georgetown

Lois L. Kundert, Fargo

Gary Landgraf, Moorhead

Keith A. Larson, Hawley

Sam Leathes. Dilworth

Jerry & Dona Lein, Moorhead

Erling & Janice Linde, Moorhead

Bob & Phyllis Litherland, Moorhead

Matt & Zona Mathison. Moorhead

Dan & Faith Meurrens, Moorhead

Robert & Gail Monson, Fargo

Moorhead-Midday Central Lions

Moorhead Vikingland Kiwanis

Milo M. Moyano, Moorhead

Beverly Nokken, Moorhead

Esther O. Olson, Moorhead

Donna M. Richards, Fargo

Karol Kay Peterson Rood,
Jacksonville, FL.

Bev & John Rowell, Moorhead

Dorothy Sandvik, Moorhead

Karen Schneider, Moorhead

Sellin Brothers, Inc., Hawley

Terry Shoptaugh & Deborah Janzen,
Moorhead

Sillers Family, Moorhead

Barb Spilde, Moorhead

Jim Steen, Moorhead

Shirley Stelter, Moorhead

Bernice A. Stensgaard, Moorhead

Andrew & Patricia Svenkeson, Forest
Lake, MN

Sophia A. Swenson, Hawley

Marvin A. Tingdahl, Lancaster, CA

Ron & Deanna Ulven, Hawley

*Allison Veselka, Tower City, ND

Mark & Donna Voxland, Moorhead

Marrion E. Walsh, Moorhead

*David Watt, Moorhead

Ron & Loretta Welch, San Jose, CA

Arthur Wenner, Moorhead

Vivian Wensel, Moorhead

Dale D. White, Moorhead

Olaf R. & Rhoda E. Wicker, Hawley

Marilyn Wollitz, Moorhead

Susan Woodstrom & Karen Helfand,
Minneapolis, MN

Deloris A. (Zwack) Mellon, Apple
Valley, MN
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Bridge, cont. from page 13

yet another franchise from Moorhead voters. This one did not
call for any new bridge. Fargo-Moorhead streetcars continued
to rumble over the North Bridge for another 25 years while
Moorhead quietly collected its $50 per month “emolument” for
the use of the east end of the bridge.

In summer 1937, NSP ended streetcar service and the cities
switched to busses for our mass transit needs. In 1942, Works
Progress Administration employees tore down the old North
Bridge and used its steel in the war effort. Its concrete footing
still sticks out of the Red. The river is still considered
navigable by the Army Corps and the Coast Guard. The federal
government retains control of the stream and structures built on
it.

This illustration shows the moving mechanism on the Moorhead
end of the bridge in detail. The movable section is shown in the
closed position in grey and in the raised position with a dotted
outline. The leaf would actually be rolled back toward the
Moorhead bank to open it. One man with a hand crank could
raise or lower the bridge in about 30 seconds. Adapted from
blueprint courtesy of Minnesota Historical Society.

Support CCHS! Become a Member or Recruit a new Member!

Membership Level (check oney Dues Amount

Benefits

5 Pioneer Individual $25 Bi-Monthly Newsletter and Access to CCHS History Tours
Celebrating Free/Discounted Admission to CCHS Programs/Events
15 50% Discount on $20 Per Hour Archival Research Fee
$1 Off Admission to Heritage Hjemkomst Interpretive Center
Pioneer Family $40 All of the Above
i Explorer $50 All of the Above PLUS
HIS!DI'IB&I 25% Discount on Reproductions of Archival Photos
Society
25% Discount on Acid-Free Supplies
1932-2007 Trailblazer $100 All of the Above PLUS
Frameable Membership Certificate
Connecting Settler $200 All of the Above PLUS
_ g’:‘}?w Four Tickets to Heritage Hjemkomst Interpretive Center
o%byim One Hour of Free Archival Research
MORASIOTY Patriarch $500 All of the Above PLUS
for 75 Yeouy! Frameable 8"x10" reproduction of Historic Photo of Choice
Two Complimentary Tickets to the CCHS Annual Meeting
Patron $5,000 10-Year Membership — All of the Above!

Businesses are eligible for Explorer, Trailblazer, Settler, Patriarch and Patron Memberships

Please complete the form below, and send with your check payable to “CCHS”, to: CCHS, PO Box 501, Moorhead MN 56561

Name (for membership card)

Contact Name (for business)

Children’s Names (for families)

Address/City/State/Zip

Telephone/Email

The Clay County Historical Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization supported by members, the Clay County Commission,
sponsors and grants. Contributions to the Clay County Historical Society are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
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Attend our exhibit Grand Opening! CCHS Calendar

I:ee p In I Uu C h March 13  Grand Opening Reception for
bt : Keeping In Touch exhibit, 5:00-7:00
chronicling the evolution . ; ;
: . . 5:30 Ribbon-cutting, 6:00 Al Aamodt
of communications technologies S4'CCHS MemBeR (56 nonroribars

in Clay County

: _ March 14 Keeping In Touch exhibit opens
Thursd ay, March 13 for public—free admission

5:00-7:00pm March 23  Easter, Clay County Museum

Anecdotes from Al Aamodt closed
i e bhen_cytting : May 7 CCHS Annual Meeting
Special Keep in Touch Postal Cancellation Guiest Spoaker Nino Archabal,

MHS Executive Director

Tickets:
$4 CCHS Members
$6 non-members

May 11 Sesquicentennial of Minnesota
Statehood

May 26 Memorial Day, Clay County
More info on Museum closed
page 3 inside!
June 27-28 Bergquist Cabin Open House, 1-4
The Keep in Touch exhibit is funded in part with a grant
from the Minnesota Sesquicentennial Commission

I Non-Profit

CLAY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY sy
TR Organization
jemkom U.S. Postage Paid
202 1st Ave N Moorhead, MN
PO Box 501 56561
Moorhead MN 56561 PERMIT NO. 494

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED




