
































previous winter, James had joined others in a scheme to
build a narrmv-gauge railroad between Moorhead and Grand
Forks, but the state legislature tumed down their bonding
request. On March 3, Rev. Elmer recorded, "Hear that Mr.
Douglas is again in fmancial embarrassment.”  Creditors had
taken over the hardware store stock. The Douglases sold the
store lots and mortgaged their home. By spring 1880, the
Douglases were behind in their tax payments.

But, they pulled their finances back together yet again. They
took out mortgages on the farmland, put in successful crops
and had the mortgages paid off by late fall 1882.

Minnie married John Irwin in September 1881. Jolm was a
Pres byterian minister, like his father. The bulk of the paper
items found in the house include what appear to be a minis-
ter's sermon notes. They could be Jolm Irwin's but they

might have belonged to James' brother John, his father-in-

were not Norwegian). But when we humidified and flat-
tened the papers, we fmuUld penciled in on the top of the
Posten, “Postmaster's  hired girl. Free." We know from
census records that the Douglases employed ymmg Norwe-
gian women as servants. It's interesting to note that one of
these girls was interested enough in her heritage to subscribe
to two newspapers. The "free" reference probably means the
Posten was sent postage free. (The Budstikken has been
microfilmed by the Mumesota Historical Society but the
other may be the only surviving issue of the Red River
Posten. We hope to get it filmed as well.)

In 1883, the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway
(later Great Northem) built a line along the failed narrow-
gauge venture's route. Douglas built a graul elevator on the
new IUle Ul section 7, Kragnes Township. The railway
named the siding "Douglas."

law William Squire or his other son-in-law,
another Methodist minister who married Jessie in October
1885. We have not fmUld definitive evidence in the notes to

identify their author.

Also among the house materials are two Norwegian

the Milmeapolis Budstikken, January
Red River Posten, April
20, 1882. These confused us at first (the Douglas' clearly

language newspapers,
31, 1882 and the Fargo-Moorhead

CCHS e),.1ends a special thank you to
the following individuals
their memberships  or became new

members in November and December:

NEW MEMBERS

Keith & Michelle Coalwell, Dilworth
Thomas P. Hannaher, Fargo

Robert Krenelka, Staples, MN

Jon & Kristine Riewer, Detroit Lakes
Dave & Carol Zielinski

NEW GIFT MEMBERSHIPS
Lori & Bob Feigum, Moorhead
Barb & Jack Reichert., Edina, MN
David Watt, Glyndon

RENFWAI S

Leona P. Anderson, Hawley

Delores Bekkems, Glyndon

Dr. Don & Dorothy Bentley, Hawley
Sharon Benzel, Moorhead

Donna Chalimonczyk, Moorhead
Ann Darby, Moorhead

Michael & Kathy Farrell, Barnesville

who renewed

Jolm W. Briggs,

At some point in the 1880s, the Douglases ordered a lot of
dress goods. The materials found in the house include two
tom sheets of non-descript wrappulg paper. One is printed

" ... [flancy goods, not [ions]... Syndicate Block, 501-503

Nicollet Avenue,
Elmis." Written in pencil on a sheet is "C. 0. D. $35.00."
Thirty-five dollars was a lot of money Ulthe mid 1880s;
equivalent to about $680.00 today. The Syndicate Block

Sister Mary Ann Fay, Crookston

First National Bank of Hawley

Marion Gee, Fargo

Marv & Audrey Gerhardson, Hawley
Lloyd Gunderson, Moorhead

Tom Hall, Moorhead

Steve Handegaard, Dalton, MN
Clarence & Donna Hanson, Ruso, ND
James A. & KariJo H. Hanson, Mhd
Bonnie M. Haugen, Moorhead

Vincent & Shirley Haugen, Det. Lakes
Hawley Public Schools

City of Hawley

Lorine Holschuh, Moorhead

Clayton & Doris Jorgenson, Moorhead
Jeffory Kluck, Moorhead

Alden Knattemd, Moorhead

John & Jyl Kolness, Hendrum

Korsmo Funeral Service, Moorhead
Betty Maus, Silverdale, WA
McLaman, Hannaher & Skatvold, Mhd
Donna McMaster, Moorhead

Richard T. McMurray, Annandale, VA
Dan & Faitll Meurrens, Moorhead
Moorhead Midday Central Lions Club

... [M]inneapolis,

Mum ... press of J. W.

Continued on page 15...

Phyllis J. Nelson, Moorhead

Gisela Nobel, Moorhead

Robert & JoAnn Nyquist, Moorhead
H. Allen Ohrt., Fargo

E. Robert & DOIma Olson, Moorhead
Charles Onstine, Tucson, AZ
Charlotte OlIStine, Tucson, AZ

Scott P. & Diane Onstine, Fargo

Jean A. Prentice, Moorhead

Richtman's Press Club, Fargo

Darlene M. Rustad, West Fargo

Gary & YVOIme Scheer, Saginaw, MN
Fem Schellack, Moorhead

Sellin Bros., Inc., Hawley

State Bank of Hawley

Barry & Renee Steen, Moorhead

Alvin & Diane Swanson, Moorhead
O. T. "Bud" Swanson, Moorhead
Sophia Swenson, Hawley

Raymond & Mae Tresse, Moorhead
Kirk & KatlW Watt, Glyndon

Vivian Wensel, Moorhead

Howard & Marcell Wergeland, Moorhead
Wright Funeral Home, Moorhead
Deloris Zwack-Mellon, Apple Valley, MN



Clay County Historical Society January/February 2005 Newsletter

Page I3

Looking Back, continued

home. We all worked and ate lunch at our desks. My work
space often expanded onto the top of the copier directly
behind me. No one could use it until [ was finished! The
office area was really cramped. We had no fridge or micro-
wave to make life easier. In the winter, you could keep food
cold on a windowsill. Also, after a snowfall, the first one to
arrive in the morning got to shovel the walkway!

In the spring of 1985, Mark Peihl,
current CCHS Archivist, started as
a volunteer, In January of 1986, he
and Donna McMaster were hired
part time to help complete unfin-
ished research for our permanent
exhibit at the new Heritage Hjem-
komst Interpretive Center. Amaz-
mgly, research was finished in six
weeks even during packing for the
move into the new building!

space felt enormous! We had proper shelving in the storage
rooms and a separate room for Archives where researchers
had two large tables with chairs! The Center held Grand
Opening festivities in October 1986.

Since CCHS moved into this beautiful facility, we have
added over 15,000 artifacts to the collections - almost twice
as many as had been accepted since the museum opened in
1936. Our artifacts are easily tracked in a climate-controlled
— environment. In 1999, part of our
operations moved into new space in
@l an expanded and renamed

&8 Hjemkomst Center. Currently, each
B8 of us has a computer connected to

| the intemet. Our web site http://

N www.info.co.clay.mn.us/History/
=1 has been up and running since
2001. In 2002, a former infern, Lisa
¥ Hanson [now Lisa Vedaa], returned
o take the Director’s position after
J| Office Manager Margaret Ristvedt

retired. Amenities nearby include
& vending machines, fridge, micro-
wave, toaster, a break room to eat
in . . . and, thanks to the City of

‘| Moorhead and our wonderful build-
ing staff, we don’t have to shovel
snow!

Our offices moved into the Heri- |
tage Hjemkomst Interpretive Center |
in May 1986. Here, professional
museum display cases replaced the |
old store display cases and were on |

view in an exhibit hall designed In 1987, Archives occupy one room divided into
specifically for a museum.

storage and public areas. Empty shelves in the
Compared to the depot. our new back filled up fast!

A Great Gift for 2005!

MThe Last One Hundred YeaKD

MINNESOTA

Moorhead, 1900-2000: A Century of Change is full of
historic photographs and stories that draw you into the story
of Moorhead. See how much Moorhead has changed!

Also available: Fargo, ND, From Frontier Village to All
America City, 1875-2000 is a unigue collection of photos
and stories chronicling Fargo's first 125 years.

These high-quality, paper cover books, published by
Heritage Publications of Hendrum, MN, are fundraisers for
the Clay and Cass County Historical Societies.

Pick up your copies today at the Clay County Museum &
Archives in the Hjemkomst Center, 202 1st Avenue North,
Moorhead, or send your check or money order for $23.00 to
CCHS, PO Box 501, Moorhead, MN 56561.

Call CCHS at 218-299-5520 for more information.
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This segment of our newsletter
keeps growing every issue! Thank
you to all of our wonderful
members for your tremendous
support. Please help us thank these
members for supporting the Clay
County Historical Society by
patronizing their businesses:

SPONSOR ($500+)

Please consider supporting CCHS
at this prestigious membership
level!

PATRON ($200-$499)
Mac’s, Inc.

SUSTAINING ($100-$199)

Chamber of Commerce of Fargo
Moorhead

Dilworth/Glyndon/Felton ISD

First National Bank of Hawley

Hawley Public Schools

City of Hawley

Korsmo Funeral Service

Moorhead Antique Mall

Moorhead Area Public Schools

Moorhead Area Retired Educators

Moorhead Drug Company

Moorhead Kiwanis

Rigels, Inc.

Sellin Brothers, Inc.

State Bank of Hawley

State Bank of Moorhead

Vikingland Kiwanis

SUPPORTING ($50-899)

Ace Hardware

City of Barnesville

Bentley & Bentley, DDS

Eventide

Fargo-Moorhead Heritage Society
Harmon Glass Doctor of Moorhead
McLarnan, Hannaher & Skatvold
Melberg Church Supply

Moorhead Midday-Central Lions
Richtman’s Press Club

Stenerson Lumber

Ward Muscatell Automotive Group
Wells Fargo Bank MN, N A, Mhd
Wright Funeral Home
=== === ...
Sincere thanks goes to these indi-
viduals in the Patron, Sustaining,
and Supporting membership levels:

Individual Patron ($200-$499)

Darren & Jane Leno, Moorhead

Richard T. McMurray, Annandale,
VA

Katherine Mentjes, LeCenter, MN

Individual Sustaining ($100-$199)

David R. Alme

Robert & Selma Anderson
Carl L. & June Bailey
Roland & Carolyn Barden
Kevin & Kristy Campbell
John Caron

Paul & Joyce Eidbo

John & Audrey Elton
Burton & Catherine Grover
Andre & Emily Houglum
E. Robert & Donna Olson
Esther Olson

Lynne Olson

Charlotte Onstine

Elaine G. Oss

Lloyd & Bev Paulson
Elsie Pitsenbarger

Donna M. Richards

Davis A. & Hazel Scott
Bill & Evelette Snyder
Tom & Sherry Watt

Individual Supporting ($50-$99)
Marjorie Aakre

Rod & Audrey Angstman

Sharon Benzel

Gary & Rose Bergan

Jim Bergquist & Jane Eastes

Al & Meredith Bloomquist

Peter C. Brown

Ben E. Brunsvold

Richard & June Chenoweth
Dr. Yvonne Condell

Jim & Portia Danielson
Dorothy Dodds

Carroll & Joan Engelhardt
Rodney Erickson

Howard R. Geng

Greg & Mary Alice Gillispie
Patty Gulsvig

Ann P. Gytri

Lois Ivers Altenburg

Dr. John Jenkins

Audrey Z. Jones

Paul & Florence Korsmo
Richard & Sharon Krabbenhoft
James H. Landblom

Don & Alvina Lein

Ethel R. Medalen

Larry & Jan Nelson

Orlow & Bev Nokken
Robert & JoAnn Nyquist
Sherwood Peterson, Jr.
Paul Pratt

Larry & Elsie Quam

Jon & Kristine Riewer
Mel & Margaret Ristvedt
Helen Rudie

Lois Selberg

Terry Shoptaugh & Deborah Janzen
Nels & Myrtle Snustad
Carol Spichke

Jim & Chris Stenerson
Ray & Erma Stordahl

Olin & Ruth Storvick

Don & Rose-Mary Strom
Alvin & Diane Swanson
Kenneth & Mary Tangen
Mary Ellen Thompson
Bruce N. Thorson

Phyllis W. Thysell

Ron & Deanna Ulven
Chris & Ellen Velline
Mark & Donna Voxland
Arthur & Marie Wenner
Dale D. White

Dick & Kathy Zaylskie
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Douglas, continued block on Main Avenue. To make room for the new building,
Kassenborg tore off an addition to the north side of the

was constructed in 1883. We will have the Minnesota His- Douglas house and built a new one on its west side. At some
torical Society search Minneapolis city directories for 1883- point the house’s open porch was enclosed and some minor
1888 for dress goods stores in the block and for J. W. Ennis’ changes occurred to the front window. Otherwise, the house
printing business to see if we can narrow down the time stood basically unchanged until the recent renovation, its
frame when this purchase might have been made. treasure trove quietly waiting

1 : ; discovery.
Eighteen-cighty-four newspaper reports describe Doug- i

las® crops on the Kragnes Township properties as excel-
lent. But in August a hail storm wiped out his 500 acres
of wheat. Again in a bind, Douglas was tempted to dip
into the Post Office coffers to cover his debts. In March
1885, a US Postal Inspector discovered the shortfall and
Douglas lost his postmastership. The elevator burned and
soon the Douglases were again heavily mortgaged.

In 1888, the family rented out their Moorhead home,
moved to Georgetown and began selling off their land
holdings. In November 1889, when James was 62 years
old, the Moorhead Daily News reported, “Mr. and Mrs.
James Douglas will soon leave for Montreal where they
expect to live in the future. They will first go to St.
Cloud and visit their daughter Nellie [Helen] and after-
wards go to Le Seuer and spend a month with Mr. and
Mrs. J. W. Briggs. After seeing other friends in Winona
they go to Montreal.™

James and Wilhelmina later moved to New York to be
with their daughter, Helen and her husband, William
Terhune. Wilhelmina died in Syracuse in 1906. On June

29, 1914, James passed away at Helen's home in Water- ' e : z
ville, NY. He was 93 years old. O. E. Flaten took this view showing the back (west) side of the

Douglas House in October 1880 looking east from the top of a
flour mill which sat on the riverbank just north of the present
Main Ave bridge. The addition at left was removed in 1898 to
make way for the new Kassenborg Block. It was replaced with
another addition to the west side. Flaten/Wange Collection.

The Douglas home remained a rental unit for most of the
rest of ifs existence. In 1898, A. G. Kassenborg bought
the house and the lots to the north and built his brick

Ol New

30 dresses from 1865—1977,
Weddlngs 11 Clay County photographs and Hands-on Center
Through March 27, 2005

~ Clay County Museum Hours: 10-5 Monday-Saturday, 10-9 Tues: 5
~ Hjemkomst Center, 202 1st Avenue North, Moorhead, MN ¢ FREE ADMISSION -




CLAY COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP FORM

YES! | would like to become a member of Clay County Historical Society

O Individual* $20
[ Family* $35 OPatron $200
[1 Supporting $50 OSponsor $500

*Businesses are not eligible for Individual and Family membership levels

OSustaining $100

CCHS MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:

+ Support preservation of your heritage

¢ Bi-monthly newsletter

¢ Discount on Acid-Free Preservation supplies

+ Discount on photo reproductions from archives
+ $1 off admission to Hiemkomst Center Exhibits
¢ Access to CCHS history tours

+ Voting Privileges

In addition to the great benefits listed above, Supporting, Sustaining,
Patron and Sponsor members a certificate ready to frame and display,
and a listing in all CCHS bi-monthly newsletters.

To become a CCHS Member please complete and return this form or a
copy of this form with check for dues payment to:

CLAY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PO Box 501, Moorhead, MN 56561-0501
Visit our website! www.info.co.clay.mn.us/history

Name:

Business (if applicable):

Street Address:

City, State, ZIP:

Phone: E-mail;
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