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HCSCC Opens Science Museum’s RACE: Are We So Different?
In collaboration with the Science Museum of Minnesota, 
we have opened an award-winning exhibition exploring 
race and justice called RACE: Are We So Different?

The Science Museum of Minnesota and the American 
Anthropological Association debuted the original 
exhibition in 2007, and it’s since been seen by more 
than 4 million people in 51 museums across the country. 
Now they’ve created a small-scale, traveling version 
of this powerful exhibition for three communities in 
greater Minnesota, reaching out to HCSCC in Moorhead, 
as well as organizations in Rochester and Worthington. 
The exhibition opened in the Hjemkomst Center atrium 

for Pangea on Saturday, November 17, and will be 
displayed there at least through May 2019.

The exhibition’s impact will be amplified with thoughtful 
community programming – lectures, discussions, 
theater programs, art and history exhibits – and a local 
advisory committee has been selected by the Science 
Museum to allocate funds for this purpose. For more 
information on this process, please contact us.

Visitors can explore RACE: Are We So Different? at the 
Hjemkomst Center free of charge. It is located in the 3rd 
Floor Atrium. A local supplement is under production.
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Travel is one of the many ways to experience and 
study history. As a historical society we encourage 
travel, whether to your local historical museum or to 
far-off places. Our history can come alive by walking 
in the footsteps of our ancestors or our heroes. 
Feelings of pride, joy, and sometimes sadness can be 
a part of these experiences.  
 

I’ve experienced a better understanding of history when I visited 
places like Washington, DC, New York City, and Boston. I felt pain and 
great sadness when I visited Civil War battlefields, Normandy Beach 
in France, and former concentration camps in Germany. I felt joy in 
visiting second cousins in Europe and the homes of my ancestors.  
 
My most recent and greatest travel experience was just last month. My 
wife, Phyllis, and I spent two weeks traveling in the Holy Land, Israel, 
and Palestine, where we experienced history as never before. We felt 
awe and amazement in visiting Jericho, perhaps the oldest city ever 
found, which is estimated to be 10,000 years old. There we saw a home 
that was built and lived in 8,000 years before Jesus walked the area. We 
felt joy and wonder as we visited the site of Jesus’s birth in Bethlehem 
and the shepherds’ field nearby. We experienced a sense of pain and 
anguish as we visited the site of Jesus’s crucifixion and burial. We were 
awed by the splendor of King Herod’s palaces, fortifications, and whole 
cities all built during the first century BC. We were also shocked by the 
evil, hatred, and murderous deeds perpetrated by him on account of 
his paranoia and fear at the possibility of losing power. My hope for the 
future was strengthened by visits to the Sea of Galilee sites where Jesus 
fulfilled his ministry by healing the sick, feeding the multitudes, and 
teaching the crowds that followed him.  
 
On a lighter note, one should not miss an opportunity to swim, or 
should I say float, in the Dead Sea. The water is 10-times saltier than 
the oceans. What a fun experience to float so easily, and then the 
surprise to find that I could not get out of my floating position without 
the help of others. It took three people to get me back on my feet.  
 
These kinds of travel experiences can make history come alive, the 
daily news more relevant; and it can help us understand who we are 
and where we fit into the greater scheme of things.  
 
Remember to keep your local history museum in those travels, too.
   
    - Jon Evert, HCSCC President
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HCSCC News & Events
HCSCC Senior Archivist Mark Peihl
to Deliver Lecture on 1918 “Spanish” Flu

HCSCC Senior Archivist Mark Peihl will deliver a history 
of Clay County’s experiences with the 1918-1920 H1N1 
influenza pandemic on Tuesday, December 11, at 6PM.

More recognizably known as the “Spanish Flu,” the 
disease came to the Red River Valley in late-September, 
1918, and proceeded to infect thousands and kill 
hundreds in just Cass and Clay counties. Globally the 
disease infected about one-third of the population and 
killed between 50-100 million people (about 2.5% 
- 5% of the population). Using journal entries, news 
accounts, meeting minutes, and public health data, 
Mark will reconstruct the local front of the flu fight.

“We Are Afraid: Clay County and the Spanish Flu” will be 
held at the Hjemkomst Center. Visitors are encouraged 
to also explore our local exhibition, War, Flu, & Fear: 
World War I and Clay County. Reservations are available 
online via the “Events” tab.

Beyond Bollywood Winter Programs: 
Free Admission for HCSCC Members

On Saturday, October 27, we hosted a free opening 
reception in celebration of our major exhibition 
of the year, the Smithsonian Institute’s Beyond 
Bollywood: Indian Americans Shape the Nation. The 
reception was a fantastic success: more than 200 
community members gathered over chai, samosas, 
laddoo, and traditional Indian music to learn some 
of the newest immigrant stories in Fargo-Moorhead.  
 
Since then we’ve hosted a Diwali celebration and 
an Indian devotional song, or Bhajan, service. These 
programs will continue on Saturdays, Sundays, and 
Tuesdays for the next few months, continuing with an 
Indian Fashion Show for kids on Saturday, December 8, 
at 2:00PM. Please plan to join us for a few of them: 
your HCSCC membership covers your admission!

WWI Jazz History in February

Join us on Tuesday, February 5, at the Hjemkomst 
Center when Bill Law delivers a 6:00PM history 
exploring the intersections of World War I and American 
jazz music. The global war and the flu that followed 
formed one of the darkest times in our history, but the 
exportation of American jazz music by several African-
American regiments stationed in France was one of the 
major cultural developments of the 20th century. In 
fact, several historians have even called it America’s 
greatest gift to the world. Learn more with us about the 
lasting influence of those French performances and the 
experiences that those early jazz musicians faced.
 
Our presenter Bill Law has been a major influence on 
Fargo-Moorhead’s music scene since his garage band 
days in the 1960s and 1970s. Today he serves the 
community as the NDSU Performing Arts Development 
Director, but others may know him from his years as a 
local musician and bass instructor or from listening to 
his popular Prairie Public radio show, The Law of Jazz.

“A Jazz History of World War I” will be held at the 
Hjemkomst Center. Visitors are encouraged to explore 
our local exhibition, War, Flu, & Fear: World War I and 
Clay County, before or after the lecture. Reservations 
are available online via the “Events” tab.

Northern Prairie Fibert Artists
to Gather for Rok Day on January 5

Our friends at the Northern Prairie Fiber Arts will be 
back at the Hjemkomst Center this winter to observe 
Rok, or St. Distaff’s, Day. This pre-industrial custom 
called for women to return to work after the 12 days of 
Christmas (just before men were to return to work on 
Plough Monday). St. Distaff, of course, does not exist; 
and the holiday is more often marked by play than work. 

Join our textile artists with your sewing, knitting, and 
other textile projects (or just to watch and ask questions) 
on Saturday, January 5, from 10:00AM to 3:00PM.

Volunteer Appreciation Brunch

On Wednesday, January 9, we’re gathering in the 
Hjemkomst Center auditorium to give thanks to the many 
wonderful folks who support HCSCC as volunteers. We’ll 
be enjoying a spread of Mexican foods in observation 
of “Three Kings Day,” and we’ll be visited once again 
by Krampus, who will speak about the three kings 
celebrated during this holiday every year. Brunch will 
begin at 10:30AM and end at 12:30PM. 
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Diversity is a word that may conjure different ideas 
for different people. Here at HCSCC, when we talk 
about diversity, we are usually celebrating the cultural 
heritage of any particular human ethnic group (as in 
the Midwest Viking Festival or German Kulturfest) or 
everyone’s cultural heritage (as in Pangea—Cultivate 
Our Cultures). It happens that our organizational mission 
to preserve and share the cultural heritage of everyone 
who lives in Clay County conjoined beautifully with two 
new exhibitions and one big festival that just finished.

Beyond Bollywood: Indian Americans Shape the Nation 
is a colorful and educational exhibition from the 
Smithsonian Institute about the many contributions 
made by people originally from India to the development 
of modern America. HCS historian Markus Krueger has 
been working over the last year to research the local 
context, finding out the “who’s who” among the roughly 
2000 Indian Americans who live in our metro-wide 
community. Together, the national and local context will 
share how this particular immigrant group has positively 
impacted the economic, medical, educational, and 
artistic threads of our national tapesty.

I do not choose that metaphor lightly. An old friend 
from India once told me, “In India, we see strength in 
diversity; it takes many different threads spun together 
to make a fiber strong enough to weave a tapestry that 
will last for thousands of years.” That image has stayed 
with me all my life. Put another way, “E pluribus unum.”

The second exhibition new to the museum is called 
RACE: Are We So Different? This one is set up in the 
atrium so that people can come to see it for free. It is a 
condensed, traveling version of a larger comprehensive 
look at the current science of our most enduring 
myths about race. The Science Museum of Minnesota 

constructed it with the American Anthropological 
Association and it’s been visited by more than 4 million 
people in 51 museums since 2007. Please come and 
see it for yourself next time you stop in.

Pangea—Cultivate Our Cultures, our annual multi-
cultural festival, came and went November 15. Started 
in 1994 by Yoke-Sim Gutaratne of Cultural Diversity 
Resources and volunteer Irene Hogan, this event has 
grown in scope and audience to showcase multiple 
cultures in our community and to give everyone a chance 
to shine for one short day. We all learn something about 
our neighbors and we enjoy a variety of ethnic foods. 
Don’t miss its 25th year on November 16, 2019.

And in keeping with the thread metaphor, I invite you 
to view our next new exhibition, a collaboration with 
the nationally recognized Emily Reynolds Historic 
Costume Collection of NDSU, called Suitably Attired. 
The opening reception is Tuesday, December 4, 3:30-
7pm with gallery talks by curator Kim Baird at 3:30 
and 6pm. Suitably Attired is a History + Art exhibition 
of vintage textiles that tells the story of how we express 
who we want the world to think we are. Clothing is how 
we share our cultural traditions, history, experiences 
and viewpoints about ourselves and the world in which 
we live. This exhibition will be up through the first week 
of March, 2019. If you love vintage clothing, do not 
miss this one-of-a kind exhibit.

Thus, our offerings this quarter are full of diversity. 
Lots of color and history and cultural traditions and fun 
and educational experiences are awaiting you at your 
favorite local museum.

    -MKJ

Letter from the Executive Director  

                         Maureen Kelly Jonason

Consider the Gift of Membership with HCSCC
Are you a member of the Historical and Cultural Society of Clay County? Do you have family or 
friends interested in museums, festivals, and local history? HCSCC membership makes a great 
gift, and we have several membership levels to choose from:

• Basic (Individual) – $40  • Booster – $85  • Patron – $250       
• Basic+ (Household) – $60   • Heritage – $125            • Benefactor – $500

To sign up or to learn more about what each membership level offers, visit our website (www.hcscconline.org)
and click on the “Join & Support” tab at the top menu or give us a call: (218) 299-5511.
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HCSCC Exhibitions
Beyond Bollywood: 
Indian Americans Shape the Nation
4th Floor Gallery (through March 31, 2019) 

In the Western imagination, India conjures up everything 
from saris and spices to turbans and temples — and, 
likely, the action and melodrama of Bollywood movies. 
But the reality is that Indian American contributions 
stretch far beyond these stereotypes. From the builders 
of some of America’s earliest railroads to Civil Rights 
pioneers to some of the leading minds in science 
and technology, Indian Americans have long been an 
inextricable part of American life. Today, one out of every 
100 Americans traces their roots to India.
 
Beyond Bollywood: Indian Americans Shape the Nation, 
created in collaboration with the Smithsonian’s Asian 
Pacific American Center, explores the Indian American 
experience and the community’s vital political, 
professional, and cultural contributions to American life. 
Local supplements will highlight the Indian American 
experience in the Red River Valley, detailing their lives 
in Fargo-Moorhead since the first Indian pioneers came 
here in the 1960s for academic and medical positions.
 
A programming series aiming to explore Indian American 
culture with more nuance has been scheduled for the 
duration of the exhibition. Join us for the many Saturday 
afternoon and Tuesday evening programs slated for the 
coming months. Programs include a workshop on the 
inventive engineering of “jugaad” or “something from 
nothing,” Indian fashion shows, and a three-part series 
surveying Indian history. A program guide is available 
both online and at the museum.

War, Flu, & Fear: World War I and Clay County
Heritage Hall (through January, 2021)
 
In April 1917, Americans were thrust into the middle 
of a brutal global war only months after electing a 
president who campaigned on isolationism. In Fargo-
Moorhead, a predominantly agricultural community 
of immigrants, few supported the choice to enter the 
war. It was often cited as someone else’s war or a war 
for profiteers and empires. The eighteen months that 
followed brought casualties, armistice, and a global flu 
pandemic that only subsided in the spring of 1920. 
Throughout, Americans in Clay County responded with 
courage, sacrifice, fear, and disillusionment.
 
War, Flu, and Fear: World War I and Clay County is 
sponsored by BNSF Railway Foundation. 

RACE: Are We So Different?
3rd Floor Atrium (through May 7, 2019)

The Science Museum of Minnesota opened Race: Are 
We So Different? in 2007 with a central premise: talking 
about race is not easy, but it is necessary and valuable 
when it is informed by cultural and scientific evidence.
 
Explore this award-winning exhibition at the Hjemkomst 
Center beginning November 1. Through a collaboration 
with the Science Museum of Minnesota, we are sharing it 
with the community free of charge in the 3rd Floor atrium.  

The World in Fargo-Moorhead
3rd Floor Hallway Case (through January, 2019)

The World in Fargo-Moorhead has built community for 
years now as a collaborative photo and story project in the 
mold of the popular digital history project, “Humans of 
New York.” However, instead of highlighting the human 
face of the Big Apple on Facebook and Instagram, the 
World in Fargo-Moorhead explores diversity in the Fargo-
Moorhead area one person and one story at a time. A 
print exhibition from project managers The Human 
Family features some of these stories, now on display at 
the Hjemkomst Center.

Suitably Attired: Selections from the Emily 
Reynolds Historic Costume Collection 
Heritage Hall (through February 24, 2019) 

Drawing from the Emily Reynolds Historic Costume 
Collection at North Dakota State University, Suitably 
Attired explores the history of “The Suit.” As clothing 
is an expression of who we are and how we choose to 
present that vision of ourselves to the world, the suit’s 
long evolution offers an interesting perspective on 
a variety of cultural forces —  from the suit’s role in 
signifying adulthood, masculinity, and business acumen. 
 
An opening reception was held in celebration of the 
exhibition’s opening on Tuesday, December 4, and 
yielded a great crowd and a lot of enthusiasm. Our 
thanks go to ERHCC collection manager Susan Curtis, 
curator Dr. Ann Braaten, and guest curator Kim Baird.
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Occasionally, my wife and I join the kids on Fargo’s new 
Mickelson Park flood control dike for a little snow sliding. 
Our inflatable sno-tubes are much more comfortable 
than the old aluminum disk I rode as a kid or my buddy 
Randy’s steel runnered Flexi-Flier. (Or my wife’s favored 
aluminum grain scoop!) It’s just as well. The Park Board 
frowns on these devices for safety reasons. 

Wooden toboggans are also missing from the officially 
sanctioned slopes. These flat bottomed, wooden sleds 
with the curved front piece glide neatly over even soft 
snow. A fad for riding these contraptions developed in 
the 1880s. Toboggan slides popped up all over. In flat 
lands like the Red River Valley, adventurous sliders built 

steep, iced wooden chutes to give the sleds a boost 
in speed. We’ve found reference to a number of these 
slides here in Clay County.

On November 10, 1886, the Fargo City Council granted 
woodworkers R. J and T. N. Robinson permission to 
build a toboggan slide “across and over” Seventh St. 
near what’s now 3rd Ave S.  This would be just west 
of Island Park. In a burst of inter-city one-upmanship 
typical of the time, Moorhead machinist R. L. Butler 
quickly announced plans to build a bigger, better 
slide on the Moorhead riverbank. Butler’s proposed 
slide would run northwest from the Northern Pacific 
Railway bridge, down the riverbank to the frozen Red. 

Do You Tobog?
Toboggan Slides in Clay County By Mark Peihl

This is the view from the top of R. L. Butler’s toboggan slide in warmer days. Tobogganists flew down this 
chute and skidded along the frozen river 1200 feet to the old North Bridge, visible in the distance. 
The river would have been free of steamboats in the winter (Flaten/Wange Collection, HCSCC).
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Its twenty-five-foot high scaffold, six feet higher than 
the NPR bridge, would tower fifty feet above the river. 
Butler claimed toboggans would scoot along on the ice 
for 1200 feet all the way to the old North Bridge. The 
Moorhead Evening News boosted the plan as a potential 
financial and recreational boon, saying “Toboggan 
sliding is the craze now as roller skating used to be… 
Moorhead should not be found tagging on behind the 
last wagon but should be in the van…[It] ought to 
meet with hearty and liberal encouragement from our 
business men…if they only look at it from a business 
…standpoint [but also] from the standpoint of giving 
healthful and harmless amusement to the young people 
of the city…It will be a dandy slide and Moorhead will 
again assert her authority over other towns.”

The slide opened on New Year’s Day. Butler arranged 
for the Moorhead Coronet Band to play for the expected 
crowd. Electric lights lit the slide at the top and bottom. 
The run featured two side-by-side chutes, packed with 
snow and thoroughly iced. Stairs on either side gave 
access to the loading platform at the top. Butler’s 
customers were not kids, but adults. He charged a 
whopping five dollars (several days’ wages) for a season 
ticket, though later ladies slid for free.

It may have been a bit of a flop. The Moorhead Evening 
News didn’t cover the actual opening of the slide. The 
high price may have scared off tobogganers. Undoubtedly 
the weather was a problem. The winter of 1886-1887 
was one of the worst in history. A cold snap hit in early 
January, just after the slide opened. From the 6th to the 
9th the lows were -43, -39, -48 and -38, all daily records 
that still stand. The minus 48 on the 8th is the coldest 
temperature ever recorded in Fargo-Moorhead. Add in 
the wind chill created by a 20-mile-per-hour toboggan 
run and you’ve got some serious cold.

Local papers the following winter made no mention of 
Butler’s creation. It was likely quietly torn down that 
summer, though in January 1888 the Evening News 
reported a plan by some locals to “form a stock company 
for the purpose of building two toboggan slides, one 
from Fargo to Moorhead, and another to return on, thus 
solving the question of quick transit between the two 
cities.” However, a few days later the News reported, 
“the scheme of building [two] toboggan slides, running 
from each direction… is not a feasible one owing to 
the townsite, on which the city of Fargo is built, being 
so much lower than Moorhead which would necessitate 
the building of the slide to such a height as would 

be dangerous in the extreme. The project has been 
abandoned.”

In December 1921, the Maurice Masterson American 
Legion Post #153 in Barnesville built a toboggan slide 
with a twenty-five-foot scaffold on a slope adjoining 
Whiskey Creek. It stood in what’s now the north end 
of the parking lot of the former Wells Fargo Bank 
Branch on north Front Street. Tobogganers screamed 
down a remarkably steep chute and slid out across the 
Creek and into a pasture. The structure reportedly cost 
over $300. As with Butler’s Moorhead venture, the 
Legionnaires sold season tickets. Unlike Butler’s, this 
slide proved very popular among local kids. The slide 
attracted some national attention when the national 
American Legion organization’s weekly publication 
printed a photo of the chute in action. The following 
November, the Barnesville Record-Review reported 
that “The toboggan slide which was built last year, is 
being extended skyward at present. A new section will 
be added that will increase the height of the slide, and 
add correspondingly to the thrills when the season for 
this sport opens.” We don’t know how long this slide 
was in operation.

Compared to the ultra-flat Red River Valley, the Hawley 
area is practically mountainous. Nevertheless, a safety 
situation in that community led locals to give Mother 
Nature a helping hand in the sliding hill line. In the 
early 1930s, the land between the old high school and 
grade school buildings sloped down to the outh (Hawley 
High School sits on the site today). This created a 

Barnesville American Legion’s toboggan slide, 1922. 
In 1923 the group built the scaffold even higher 

(American Legion Weekly, February 17, 1922).
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a 

dandy sledding hill but sent the kids careening across 
busy Joseph Street. In 1934, the school launched a 
construction project that included building a tunnel 
to connect the two buildings. The Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration (FERA), a Depression-era relief 
program, partially paid for the undertaking. When the 
FERA workmen finished the tunnel, the School District 
had them build a slide facing north toward a much safer 
open field. Fifteen-year-old Grace Whaley described the 
scaffold in the “School News” section of the Hawley 
Herald: “Everyone is wondering what the relief men 
have been building between the two buildings. Well, 
it’s a new slide for the children. The new slide is about 
fifteen feet high and twenty feet long. It is facing the 
north so the children can keep sliding and go down the 
long hill. The steps leading to the top of the slide are 
on the south side and lead to the main platform where 
the children prepare to slide down. The platform is 

After years of trying, Moorhead finally got a slide built in 1945. The Woodlawn Park Slide stood on 4th Street between 
4th and 5th Avenue South. The building under the scaffold is a warming house (Gertrude Smith Collection, HCSCC).

S. P. Wange took this photo of Hawley 4th graders hitting the 
slope in March 1934 (Flaten/Wange Collection, HCSCC).
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surrounded by a high railing. This is to protect the little 
children from falling off.”

Meanwhile, back in Moorhead, a number of schemes 
to build toboggan slides came and went through  the 
1930s. Some came from energetic City Councilman, 
Adolph Bowman. Bowman represented the Second 
Ward in southwest Moorhead. Long a champion of 
recreational opportunities for Moorhead kids, in 1912, 
Bowman had organized volunteers to clear brush from 
a corner of city-owned property at the base of the bluff 
along 4th St S and installed swings, teeter-totters and 
other equipment. Though not an official park, it really 
served as the city’s first public playground. In July 
1931, Second Ward residents complained to the City 
Council about the scores of kids who skinny dipped in 
the Red River in their neighborhood. Bowman offered 
to construct a changing booth, diving platform and rope 
swing for the youngsters at the end of the west end of 6th 
Ave S, a relatively clean stretch of river, just below the 
city’s water and power plant. The city agreed providing 
he not spend more than $50. Bowman arranged for Boy 
Scouts to provide lifeguards and got the power plant to 
donate poles. The project came in under budget. The 
“swimming hole” proved popular. Hundreds of kids and 
adults swam there that summer.

Bowman hatched a plan to expand the new recreation 
area to winter use. In August, Bowman suggested that 
the city build a toboggan slide on city property between 
5th and 6th Avenues South. He said that a southbound 
slide with a 25-foot-high scaffold would create a fifty-
foot drop to the frozen river and an outrun 1000 feet 
long. Though he already had lined up power plant poles 
and other free materials, the Council tabled his motion 
citing potential costs.

In December Bowman tried again. This time the Council, 
concerned about liability, asked the City Attorney James 
Garrity for an opinion. Garrity responded that “there is 
no duty upon us to provide parks and pleasure grounds, 
and if we take it upon ourselves to… provide the slides, 
I am afraid that we might be responsible for injuries 
received through our negligence.” Curiously, Garrity 
also claimed the city was not responsible for injuries 
to children using the streets for sledding. Presumably 
it was safer for the city to allow kids to play in traffic 
than to build them a sliding hill. It was the depths of 
the Depression and the city was not willing to pay for a 
city employee to oversee safety at the slide. The Council 
voted down the proposal. In Nov 1932, Bowman 

tried yet again, suggesting the Boy Scouts take over 
responsibility for watching the slide and, again, he was 
rebuffed. 

Later in the 1930s, with federal Depression-relief 
funding available for local projects, the city’s attitude 
toward “parks and pleasure grounds” began to change. In 
December 1936, Mayor Edward Humphrey announced 
plans to create a skating rink and toboggan slide near 
downtown. Humphrey said city workmen would build 

These kids’ faces show a mix of excitement and terror 
on the way down Moorhead’s old Woodlawn Park 

slide (Moorhead Daily News, March 7, 1956).
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aa earthen dam across the drought-shrunken stream 
west of what is now the Moorhead Center Mall. The 
resulting impoundment would be the skating rink. A 
toboggan slide, minus a wooden scaffold, would run 
from 3rd St and 1st Ave N (about where the former 
Herberger’s parking ramp now stands) southwest to the 
river and across the impoundment. Reminiscent of the 
1888 two-slide plan, the Moorhead Daily News said 
“it is possible, also, that a second [north-bound] slide 
starting near the First avenue south [Main Ave] bridge, 
may be built. Thus the tobogganists would have but a 
short haul for their toboggans at either end, instead of 
walking way back to the starting point.” The dam plan 
proved unfeasible and the slides were left unbuilt.

In spring 1938, city officials announced ambitious plans 
for a summer and winter recreation center. It called for 
the purchase of Lydia Heine’s ten-acre vegetable farm in 
what’s now Woodlawn Park and the development there of 
baseball, football, badminton and softball fields; tennis 
and basketball courts; a hockey rink, picnic area, sand 
box, wading pool – and a toboggan slide. Negotiations 
proceeded slowly. The city finally acquired the land in 
1943. War time labor and material shortages stymied 
the project until after World War 2. 

Meanwhile, in January 1945, private Moorhead Country 

Club went ahead with a winter sporting program which 
included skiing and a toboggan slide on the Club 
grounds. It featured a twenty-five-foot scaffold, and a 
420-foot iced runway. It proved extremely popular but 
was only open to club members and their families.

Finally, the following fall, the city revived parts of its 
1938 recreation center plan. City Attorney Edgar Sharp 
opined that as long as the city did not charge a fee for 
use of the slide or toboggans, the city would not be 
liable for injuries. The City Council approved spending 
up to $450 to build a toboggan slide. Construction 
started in November. The slide featured a fifteen-foot 
scaffold on 4th Street, between 4th and 5th Avenue 
South. The outrun ran northwest into Woodlawn Park. 
A warming house later sat under the scaffolding, which 
was designed to be removed in summer months. A 
second slide, for sleds, was built on 2nd street running 
north from 6th Ave S.

The Woodlawn Park toboggan slide continued in 
operation until at least 1956. We don’t know how 
long it operated or when it was removed. If you have 
any information about or memories of these or other 
toboggan slides, please let us know. 

Happy sledding!     

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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Shopping for the Holidays? 
Think HCSCC; Think Heritage Gift Shop!
We’re well into the busiest shopping month of the year, 
but we’re hoping many of you will still make the time 
to stop in at the Hjemkomst Center for some of your 
holiday shopping at the Heritage Gift Shop.
 
Your purchase at the Heritage Gift Shop does a lot of 
good in your local community. First and foremost, your  
HCSCC purchase helps your local historical society. On 
average, gift shop sales constitute between 5% and 
10% of our annual income...and as members, you get a 
15-20% discount on every purchase you make! 

Second, your purchase supports the local artists, 

craftspeople, and writers who typically source our gift 
shop. This is a big list, including Fargo “Bohemian Blü” 
jewelers Dale and Kristin Kruger, Felton ceramicist Ken 
Omundson, Ponsford “Maid in the Hills” soaper Trisha 
Harms, Lake Park pine and raffia weaver Judith Kohout, 
Minnesota birch weaver Joy Parker, Harwood woodcarver 
Kurt Anderson, Bejou barbecue master Rachel Helgaas 
Kulzer, and Otter Tail County photographer Jon Solinger.

Finally, we have a lot of great new materials from the 
folks mentioned above, as well as a fantastic collection 
of books from local authors on local subjects. Stop in 
this December and shop Heritage Gift Shop!
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Commemorating World War I By Markus Krueger

Anniversaries are natural times to look back on events, 
and it was an anniversary that made the choice for our 
local exhibition in 2018 a no-brainer. Like most historical 
societies on this planet, we made a WWI exhibition.

Since the summer of 2014, the history world has 
been rather obsessed with commemorating the 100th 
anniversaries of World War I. A slew of new books about 
World War I came out just in time for century marks – 
books on the Battle of Verdun in 2015, the Somme in 
2016, and people suddenly remembering who Woodrow 
Wilson was around 2017. Americans can be forgiven for 
not noticing all this until 2017 since we joined the war in 
1917, but since then it’s safe to say that Americans have 
been reflecting on this war more than at any other time 
in generations — and maybe more than at any time ever.

Following these anniversaries in real time gave me some 
perspective on just how very long this war was. And at 
the same time, the anniversaries our museum marked 
this fall made me realize just how short and violent this 
war was for America. World War I is the 3rd-deadliest war 
in American history, surpassed only by the Civil War and 
World War II, but it’s also among our shortest. We joined 
the war in April of 1917 and it took more than a year 
to draft, train and send our army to France. Most of the 
116,000 Americans who died in this war fell in just about 
six months of combat that happened to coincide with the 
deadliest flu pandemic in recorded human history.

We spent two years researching and writing this exhibit, 
reading through the letters of so many soldiers and nurses, 
sifting through their possessions donated to us by their 
families years ago, and trying to see what they saw, to 
understand what they experienced. We got to know them 
and like them. Many of them did not survive the war, 
and we felt compelled to make sure people remembered 
them by telling their stories in our work.

The 100th anniversaries started coming during our 
annual May school tour season. I told every Moorhead 
4th grader, “This Sunday will be the 100th anniversary 
of the day Nassib Shaheen was killed in France. He was 
the first Moorhead soldier to volunteer for this war, even 
though he was born in a country that we were fighting 
against. He was born in Syria, which was then called 
the Ottoman Empire. Please think of him this Sunday.” 
I was able to tell 180 4th graders from Ellen Hopkins 
Elementary that 100 years ago today, Goodwin Thortvedt, 
Eugene Studlien, and a few score other draftees sat in 
the very bench that they were sitting in, waiting for the 
train that would take them to Fort Lewis, Washington, for 
basic training. Later in the exhibit they saw Goodwin’s 
uniform, and a lock of hair taken from Eugene’s skull 
when his remains were sent home after being buried 
three years in France.

The end of that week when Goodwin and Eugene left 
to be soldiers happened to be Memorial Day. Every year 
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Goodwin and Eugene’s church, Concordia Lutheran, has a 
special Memorial Day service honoring their veterans. We 
made a video for the service talking about the experience 
of the WWI soldiers and nurses from that congregation. 
We made another video for our exhibit where we read 
Adele Thortvedt’s account of Eugene Studlien’s body 
coming home for burial three years after his death in 
France. It’s heartbreaking. We have to have a box of 
tissues next to it (you can see it on both our website’s 
“Articles and Blogs” page and our YouTube channel). 
Adele ends her letter with the line, “He’s gone but not 
forgotten.” Although we rarely think about this war, 
Eugene Studlien is not forgotten. Concordia Lutheran 
remembers him every year, even though no one in the 
congregation is old enough to have met him.
  
The anniversaries quickened their pace in June and July, 
once the Americans were sent into the line of battle to 
stop the German Offensive that threatened to take Paris. 
One of us on staff would notice a date coming up and 
mention it to the others, over lunch or email: “Today 
is the day John McGrath disappeared. Frank Stahl was 
wounded today, too, but he survived a few more days.”

We tried to see these days coming up and do something 
about them. The week Clifford Hitterdal was wounded,  
our communications manager Davin Wait put together 
another movie using snippets of an interview Clifford 
conducted as an old man. Cliff talks about the beginning 
of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive (the biggest, deadliest 
battle in American history), being wounded, and how he 
carried another wounded soldier to safety. Cliff’s great-
grandson later reached out, “Thanks so much. It is kind 
of crazy to hear my great-grandpa’s voice.”

But we couldn’t keep up, especially in the fall, once 
the Meuse-Argonne Offensive began. About half of 
the American soldiers who died in this war died in the 
final 47-day battle that coincided with the height of 
the Spanish Influenza epidemic. I marked the day the 
battle began, September 26, with a presentation at the 
Moorhead Public Library on local World War I nurses. 
One of the nurses was Signe Lee. I live in her house and 
have been thinking about her a lot this year.

On September 29, Archivist Mark Peihl gave a 
presentation at the Heritage Education Commission’s 
Genealogy Conference about finding sources on World 
War I ancestors. He used Phillip Herman as his example, 
a kid who came to Georgetown on an orphan train and 
was adopted by German immigrant farmers. He was killed 

in the Argonne Forest exactly 100 years before that day. 
Herman’s diary was found in his pocket and sent home 
to his family. That diary is on display in our WWI exhibit.
  
October saw more mentions of anniversaries among 
staff: “The flu got the Hanson baby today”; “Goodwin 
and Eugene were both shot today.” We chatted about 
what to do for November 11, the Armistice, and it 
occurred to us that the 100th anniversary of 1918 also 
happened to be the 50th anniversary of 1968, a pivotal 
year of the Vietnam War. We asked our friends in the 
Vietnam Veterans of America chapter #941 to help us 
commemorate both Vietnam and WWI with a big, free 
event at the Hjemkomst Center. To remember WWI I 
would read from twin brothers Maurice and Kenneth 
Masterson’s letters home from France. After that, 
Moorhead veteran and author Michael Gruchalla would 
talk about Vietnam and his experiences as a medic 
there. His memories, and the pauses he took to compose 
himself, made for the most powerful presentation I’ve 
heard in my life.

On November 1 I spent my day working on a history of 
the Masterson Brothers. It happened to be the 100th 
anniversary of the day Maurice was killed by a German 
artillery shell near the town of Sommerance, France.

On Sunday, November 11, I came in early before we 
opened so I could be there at 11AM, exactly 100 years 
to the minute that this war ended. It occurred to me 
that I should’ve done the math so I could commemorate 
11AM on French time and I felt a moment of guilt but 
shook it away because it really did not matter at all. When 
the minute struck, I walked around the exhibition and 
said out loud the names of those whose stories I came 
to know: Maurice, Kenneth, Goodwin, Eugene, Rose, 
Reuben, Clifford, Signe, Walter, Margaret, Johnny… 
When I couldn’t remember more of them, I raised a glass 
and toasted their memory with aquavit.

A while back, a local reporter doing a story on our exhibit 
asked me, “Why did you want to make this exhibition?” 
It’s a question designed for us to wax poetic about how 
World War I is relevant to the world today and what we 
should learn from the struggle. Instead I said, “I want 
people to read the words written by Maurice Masterson 
and cry when he dies.” On November 11, we filled all 
the chairs in front of our Heritage Hall stage and I spoke 
Maurice and Kenneth’s words. Michael spoke his own. 

And people cried.
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Myron D. Anderson and Susan Duffy
James Andvik
Doug and Sally Asp
Roger Asp
Randy Bakken
Steve and Vicki Bremer
Pamela Burkhardt
Dacotah Paper Co.
Hiram and Ada Drache
Jon D. and Phyllis L. Evert
Barbara Glasrud
Paula Grosz

Don Guida
Lynn and Rae Halmrast
Elizabeth Hannaher
Vegard Heide
Paul and Therese Hesse
Mark and Mary Hilde
Bjorn Holtet
Willis and LaVerne Kingsbury
Patricia Korsmo
Debra and Eric Mohr
Dennis Morken
Kathie Murphy
DeMaris Nesheim

Mikkel and Barbara Pates
Guy and Beva Paulson
Clair and Ardy Peterson
Ronald Ramsay & Peter Vandervort
Dr. David Rostad
Lola Ruff
Deborah S. Seitz
Dr. Kenneth Skjegstad
Dan and Sandy Skolness
Warren Smerud
Jeff Solum
Edgar and Virginia Wright

HCSCC Current Membership 

HCSCC Life Members

As of November 27, 2018, the following people are members in good standing. If you do not see your name here, please 
call and let us know, as we may have made a mistake OR you may have forgotten to renew! Thanks for your support!

Carol Bergquist & Larry McDonough
City of Barnesville
Yvonne C. Condell
Ron and Joanne Ellingson
Todd and Melissa Evensen
Fargo Moorhead Chamber
Georgetown Farmers Elevators
Graham and Madrene Goeson
Pat Hinze and Howard Anderson

Neil and Nancy Jordheim
Korsmo Funeral Service
Gloria and David Lee
Steve Lunde
Marj Matthees
Malcolm and Hilary Rae McKenzie
Casey Olson
Bob and Helen Olson

Bruce & Ryn Pitts
Gregory Post
Donna M. Richards
Karol Kay and J. Neil Rood
Davis A. Scott
Sellin Brothers, Inc.
Township of Eglon
Sherry and Tom Watt
Zenas Baer Law Office

HCSCC Patron Members

Courtney Abel
Roger and Betty Anda
Verlyn and Evonne Anderson
Selma Anderson
Russ and Lois Bekkerus
Patricia and Burton Belknap
Jim Bergquist and Jane Eastes
Julie Blehm
Meredith Bloomquist
Jane Borland
Thomas and Janet Brandau
Jerry O. and June V. Brantner
Cahill Law Office, P. A.

Deborah Carlson
City of Hawley
Bob and Virginia Dambach
Marv and Clare Degerness
John and Terry Dobmeier
Paul and Mardeth Dovre
Pauline and George Economon
Paul Eidbo
Rev. Clay and Sue Ellingson
Corey and Brenda Elmer
John and Audrey Elton
Tony and Christina Flippance
Vijay and Anu Gaba

Robert Gerke and Darlene Fisher
Russ and Kyle Handegard
Hanson Photography Inc.
Marcia Hardy
James and Mary Hastings
Holly Heitkamp
Janice Jackson
Arland and Willy Jacobson
Brian and Kim Jene
Lisa and Jeremy Jensen
Anna Marie Johnson
Susan and Timothy Johnson
Ineke Justitz

HCSCC Heritage Members

Be More Colorful Mary Dahl
Dennis and Sandy Herbranson

Mary and Chuck Weingarten

HCSCC Benefactor Members
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Audrey and Richard Kloubec
Laurine and Don Kounovsky
Richard and Sharon Krabbenhoft
Keith and Lorraine Langseth
Morrie and Ruthie Lanning
John and Patricia Lindholm
Reba and Scott Mathern-Jacobson
Richard McMurray
Katherine and Ronald Mentjes
Mickelson Body Shop, Inc.
Mike and Susan Mulwani
Larry and Gail Nelson
Jan and Larry Nelson
Jim and Jan Ness
Michelle and Bill Nielsen
Marc and Shirley Nokken
Robert and JoAnn Nyquist
Mary and Dennis O’Briant
Donna Olson
Paul and Suzanne Opperman

Naomi Paasch
Stephanie and Ryan Patenaude
Joyce and Tom Pettinger
John and Melissa Porter
Gene and Karen Prim
Lyle and Joan Rich
Kathy and Larry Richards
Muriel and Joe Richardson
John Rowell and Claudia Murphy
Kelly and Enrico Sassi
Steve and Lucia Schroeder
Warren and Roberta Shreve
Linda (Kopp) Small
Steve and Christine Sopko
Jennifer and Brock Stenberg
Robert G. Stenerson
Erma Stordahl
Lois Stoutenburg
March and Chris Sutton
Roland and Mary Swanson

Blaine and Jill Tate
Township of Alliance
Township of Georgetown
Township of Keene
Township of Moland
Township of Parke
Township of Skree
Township of Spring Prairie
Valley Premier Bank
Chris and Ellen Velline
Vikingland Kiwanis Moorhead
Sam and Coralie Wai
Jim and Nellie Walker
Marrion Walsh
Mark and Natalie Weber
Diane Wray Williams
Eldon Wollmann
Wright Funeral Home
Char Zaeske
Carol Zielinski

Linda and Charlie Axness
Les Bakke and Bev Lake
Ken and Jan Bauer
Gary and Rose Bergan
Carol and James Bjorge
Alex and Christine Cabrera
Jim and Sandy Christopherson
City of Felton
Patrick Colliton
Easter Seals Goodwill ND
Carroll and Jo Engelhardt
Mike and Dianne Fillmore
Mary Ann French
Ren and Judy Fuglestad
Esther Garrity
Lloyd Gunderson
Mike and Shawn Hagstrom
Neil and Polly Hanson
Paul Harris and LuAnn Hagel
Vincent and Shirley Haugen

Maynard and Pat Hemmah
JaneMarie Hennen
Loren and Londa Ingebretsen
Ken and Jeanette Just
Janet and Don Kaspari
Jim and Sharon Kemp
Elwyn and Diane Krogh
Marlene and Rey Larsen
Keith and Kay Larson
Joy Lintelman and Rick Chapman
Michael Lochow
Larry MacLeod
John and Bess Manesis
Tom and Monica Millette
Ginger Mitchell
Northwestern Bank
Anne Olsgaard
Janet Ostercamp
Alan and Patricia Otto
Richard and Helen Pemble
John D. Peterson

James Powers
Brad and Bev Pratt
Jeanne and Dale Radke
Judy Rippentrop
Ron and Jane Salber
Margaret A. Sarbacker
Karen A. and Joe Schneider
Robert and Lori Seigel
Carol and Steven Sibley
Ernest and Marti Simmons
Jon Solinger and Barbara Honer
Roger and Joan Stenerson
Stenerson Lumber
Larry and Shirley Swenson
Ronnie and Donna Tang
Township of Morken
Darrel and Carol Videen
Mark Voxland
Don and Dianne Westrum
Beth and Fred Wosick

HCSCC Booster Members

John and Tracy Alin
Candace M Allen
Allen County Public Library
Rose and Donald Andersen
Rachel Andersen
Peter Anderson

Jacqueline Anderson
Ron Anderson
Karelyn Anderson
Jean Anderson and Mark Bratlie
Neil and Ilene Anderson
Bill and Evaughn Anderson

Audrey Angstman
Deb Ankeney
Ellen Archambeau
Col. Milton Arneson & Debra Parks
Sara Atkinson
Vicki Atterbury

HCSCC Basic & Basic+ Members
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Gail Avsec
Sally and Nels Backman
Charlie and Sharon Bacon
Eric Bailly and Amy Anderson
Stephen Baird and Rayun Yang
Gary and Debra Ball-Kilbourne
Bonnie M. & Gerald Bandy
Bruce and Joy Bang
Jolene Beckman & Fred Sternhagen
Arley and Sharon Beitelspacher
Steve and Elaine Beitelspacher
Delores Bekkerus
John Bell
Robert and Dorothy Belsly
Lorie and Donavon Bender
Carol E Bender
John and Cindy Benson
Sharon Benzel
Yvonne Bethke
Gerald and Gloria Beyers
Sherry Biltz
Shawn and Gail Blair
Tania L. Blanich
Alicia Blazek
Phyllis Boatman
J. D. Bohlman
Regina Bohnet
Jonathon and Amy Bolduc
Helen and Richard Bolton
Ann Braaten
Lynn and Dee Brakke
Jeff and Pamela Brandon
Lukas and Janelle Brandon
Eleanor Brandt
Wendy Braton
Einar Bredeson
Warren and Marie Brendemuhl
Wayne and Diane Brendemuhl
Dennis R. and Kathy S. Bresee
Henry and Catherine Brokmeier
Tracee Buethner
Verona V. Burbeck
Greta and Gertrude Burck
Karen Carpenter
Jean Carver
Donna Chalimonczyk
Mark Chekola
Leroy and Janice Chief
Alison Christensen & Steve Hoffman
Eldon and Cleo Christenson
Mary Ann Christianson

Sunny Clark
Nina Clark
Sandy and Kelly Coffmann
Paul Collins
George and Virgina Connell
James and Eleanor Coomber
Gail Coplin
Marjorie Corner
Hugh Cowan
Rick Crume
Reid and Susan Curtis
Deb Dawson
Barbara and Robert Deraas
Bill DesSaint
Ione Diiro
Beth Dille
Jennette Dittman
John Docken and Cathy Lindquist
June Adele Dolva
Kit Domenico
Jean Doty
Karen Dregseth
Brandi Dressel
Trudy Dura
Virginia and Dave Duval
Verlene Dvoracek
Jennifer and Richard Early
Dean and Sandy Eggermont
Jennifer Ehrichs
Jason and Nancy Eide
Kody and Melanie Eidsmol
Jerome C. and Pamela M. Ekre
Arnold Ellingson
Verdie L. Ellingson
Mike and Pat Elton
Alvina Emmanuel
Karen R. Erickson
Rodney Erickson
Lanny Faleiede & Lisa Swanson Faleide
Fargo Public Library
Nadine Fiddler
Harry and Phyllis Fillafer
FM Extra Newspaper
James and Jerilyn Forde
Steven Frankl
Thomas Frei
Kelli and Ryan Froslie
Wayne and Sandy Gjervold
Marjorie and John Gjevre
John and Nadine Glas
Glass Doctor of Fargo-Moorhead

Rosalie Goble
Kathleen and Maurice Godon
Cindy M Goldenstein
Raul Gomez
Sandra Gordon
Genevieve Goven MD
Colleen Gratton
Joan Grefsrud
Keith Gregerson
Charles and Helen Grommesh
Frank and LaVonne Gross
Char and Stacy Grosz
Ardis Haaland
Tom Hall
Mina and Tom Hall
Tom and Marie Hallett
Steve Handegaard
Clarence and Donna Hanson
Deb Harris
Mark and Gretchen Harvey
Alice Hauan
Bryce Haugen
Mary Jane Haugen
Joel and Debra Haugen
Laura Haugen-Christensen
Fred and Judy Haugo
Jim and Jan Hausmann
Carole Lee Hays
Carl and Linda Hedstrom
Dorothy Heieie
Susan Rae and John Helgeland
Darla Helgeson and Sean Reid
Joyce and Allen Henderson
Vickie Hendrickson
Larry Henning
Jessica M. Henry
Jerry and Linda Hermann
A. and M. Hermodson
Warren Hilde
Emily Hilgers
Bob Hillier
Muriel J Hinman
Sharold Hipfner
Russell and Judy Vanyo Hoffman
Irene Hogan
Hans and Phyllis Hohle
Honorary Consul to Norway
Sabrina Hornung
Joe and Kathy Knutson Huber
Hazel Hutton
Tom Isern and Suzzanne Kelley
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Stanley and Godela Iverson
Charlotte Jacobson
Larry and Regina Jacobson
Thomas and Mary Jane Jirik
Joyce Johnson
Douglas Johnson
Norma Johnson
Karen M Johnson
Ivan and Janice Johnson
Dolores M. and Curtis Johnson
Martin and Maureen Kelly Jonason
Connie and Bob Jones
Doris Jorgenson
John and Anne Kaese
Katherine Hoylo & Brian Kartenson
Dr. Heidi Kassenborg & Grant Gugisberg
Matthew and Shannon Kechely
Monica Kersting
John Kiefer
Barbara Kiefer
Katherine Kiefer
Richard and Justine Kingham
Merlin and Shirley Kirschenman
Theodore and Linda Kleiman
James and Dianne Kleinfelder
Roger Kling
Brent and Kari Klingsporn Hitterdal
Carol and Merril Knodle
Mary Knopfler
Judi Koehmstedt
Karen Kohoutet and Eric Wicklund
John Kolness
David and Peggy Kragnes
Frank and Patty Kratky
Nancy Krenelka
Pam Kruse
Rob Kupec and Deb White
David and Jennifer Kupferman
Cheryl Lackman and Jeremy Stoxen
Mary Ann Laidlaw
Valerie and Richard Laidlaw
Amy Lammers
Helen Lamson
Annette and George LaPalm
Donald Larew
Joyce Y Larsen
Dorothy Larson
Carol Larson
John and Sharon Larson
Neil H. and Lois E. Larson
Karen and Gerald Lauer

Gwen Lee
John David Lee
Don and Alvina Lein
Anita Leiseth
Donna LeQuire
Randy and Mary Jo Lewis
James Lichtsinn
Phyllis and Dale Lincoln
Erling Linde
Susan Lindlauf
Robert and Jean Lopez
Nicole Lorsung
Myrtle Ludemann
Mavis Lura
Matthew and Meg Luther Lindholm
Anna and Andrew Lynch
Darlene Mahlum
Linda Mandsager
David Manning
Joseph and Shirley Manning
Andrew Marry and Dayna Del Val
Janet Gail Martin
Cheryl C. Marvig
Cynthia Mason
Candace and Steven Mathiowetz
Zona Mathison
Jane and Donald Matthees
Mary Ann Mayer
Tom McConn
Wilma Jean McDonald
Cynthia McGuire Thiel
Rod McLarnan
Jacque Meagher
Dwight Mickelson
Karen Midgarden
Sandra Miles
J Earl Miller
Roger Minch
Minnesota Historical Society
Minot Public Library
Carol Moeckel
Gail and Robert Monson
JoNell Moore
Mary Jo Moorhead
Moorhead Public Library
Dawn Morgan
Lois Morkassel and Mike Ellingson
Sandra and Phillip Mousseau
Milo and Anne Moyano
Laurine Muhle
NDSU Archives

Eileen Nelson
Charles and Karen Nelson
Phyllis Nelson
J. Dennis and Denise Nelson
Carolyn Nelson
Kathleen and Richard Nelson
Wayne and Sylvia Nelson
Gerald and Jean Newborg
Conrad Newgren
Olivia and Robert Newland
Jane Nissen
Beverly Nokken
Douglas Nyhus
Dennis and Marva Odegard
Gerald I. and Arlys Ohe
Doris Olich
Norma Olsgaard
Cheryl Olson
David Olson
Terry Olson
Debbie Olson
Judy Olson
Gary and Becky Olson
Trygve Olson
Sibyl and Gordon Olson
Robert and Sharon Ona
Mary O’Reilly-Seim
Julianne Overby
Elizabeth and Timothy Owens
Joan Parries
Betty Patterson
Peter Smith & Kathy Patterson-Smith
Carlton and Phyllis Paulson
Marcia Pederson
Joseph and Lois Pederson
Bernice Peihl
Russ and Denise Pesola
Judy Petermann
Elsie and Gene Peterson
Wanda and John Peterson
Rosalie and Richard Peterson
Tim and Jane Pettinger
Rev. Frank and Betty Picard
L. Dianne Pickett
Donald Pingree
Terry Pipho
Greg and Brenda Potter
Fr. Duane Pribula
Sharon Puppe
Roberta Radford
I. Morris Rasmussen
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Comstock Christmas Programming
On Saturday, December 15, we host our annual Christmas with the Comstocks from 4:00PM 
to 7:00PM. Victorian parlor games, cookies, cocoa, and live music from the Moorhead High 
School Christmas Carolers at 5:00PM, and the Concordia Flute Choir at 6:00PM.

On Thursday, December 20, we continue that Christmas spirit for Comstock Christmas 
Tours. Christmas trees, stockings by the fire, mistletoe, tours, hot chocolate, and cookies. 
Tours begin at 5:30PM, 7:00PM, and 8:30PM, with a limit of 12 per tour. 

Reservations for both events are available online via our “Events” page or Facebook.

Neena Ravindran
LaVonne and Michael Redding
Lyn and Dick Reis
Fred and Gail Renner
Jillian and William Rettig
Diane Revick
J. Donald and Naomi Rice
Mark and Mary Rice
Margaret and Mel Ristvedt
Valerie Ritland
Peggy Rittenhouse
River Keepers
Charlotte Robbins
Gayle and Mike Robertson
Jessie Rock and Mike Armstrong
Howard Rockstad
Vilera Rood
Daniel and Julie Rosenfeldt
Steve and Jade Rosenfeldt
Donna Rummens
Gordon Rustad
Darlene Rustad
Paul Rustad
Diane Rustad
Darrel and Gloria Ruud
Homer and Esther Saetre
Sanford Health
John and Amy Satrom
Harlan Sauter
Richard and Mary Schaefer
Mary Ann Scheffler
Catherine Scheibe
Lynae and Shane Schenck
Steven and Marsha Schmidt
Lois Schneider
Paulette and John Schneider
Evelyn Seigel
Paul and Karen Senne
Sara Sha and James Elstrom
Mark Sheils
Mary Sherman

Terry Shoptaugh & Deborah Janzen
James Skauge
Linda Slagter
Louella Smith
Angela Smith and Linda Quigley
Herbert Snyder and Barbara Dunn
Chuck and Gert Solum
Marvin and Pearl Spillum
David Sprunger & Charlotte Siemens
Betty Stadum
Marjorie Stalcup
Tina Stanger
Jim Steen
Barry and Renee Steen
David Steichen
Gary and Carole Steidl
Michael Stein
Devonne and Linda Stelzer
Christine Stenerson
Dale Stensgaard
Daryl Stensgaard
Fred Sternhagen and Jolene 
Beckman
Mark and Rene Strand
John Strand
Donald and Rose-Mary Strom
Curtis Stubstad
Dorothy Suomala
Alvin Swanson
Bob and Linda Swanson
Bob and Cindy Swenson
Diane Tweten Sylte
Ken and Mary Tangen
Sylvia Teigen
Karen and Johnny Thiele
Nathan Thomason
Arvid Thompson
Rod and Jackie Thomson
Robert and Deborah Tight
James and Yvonne Timian

Brian and Jennifer Tjaden
Melissa Tomlinson & Rachel Asleson
Janet Traaseth
Waneta Truesdell
Jacqueline Ulstad
Ardis Van Roey
Michele Vannote
Anthony Verdi
Bob and Judy Videen
Rhoda and David Viker
Betsy and Mark Vinz
Jon-Erik Virnala
Esther Vollbrecht
James D. Voytovich
Bill Wallwork
Kelly Wambach
Wendy Ward
Robert and Susan Wefald
Ron and Loretta Welch
Pam Wentz
Lew Western
Joel and Lori Westrum
Dale White
Ruth E. Wibe and Hollis Heimark
Sheri Wien
Wilkin County Historical Society
Ronald and Del Rae Williams
Carolyn S Williams-Foell
Robyne Williams 
Orville Wilson
Adele Wilson
Phyllis and Donald Wirries
Timothy and Laurie Wollenzien 
Paulette Wood
Donna Woods
Susan Woodstrom & Karen Helfand
Robert Wright
Patricia A. Young
Ann and Patrick Zavoral
William and Marlis Ziegler
Heather Zinger & G. Padmanabhan
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  Want to Reserve Seats for HCSCC Events?
 

      Perfect! Go to www.hcscconline.org, click on the ‘Visit Us’ tab on the top drop menu, then click on ‘Events’!

   Alternatively, follow us on Facebook and reserve your seats through our Facebook events!

Children’s Indian Fashion & Dance Show
Saturday, December 8, 2:00PM - 3:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
We Are Afraid: Clay County & the Spanish Flu
Tuesday, December 11, 6:00PM - 7:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
Christmas with the Comstocks 
Saturday, December 15, 4:00PM - 7:00PM 
Comstock House
 
Comstock Christmas Tours 
Thursday, December 20, 5:30PM - 10:00PM 
Comstock House
 
Indian Fashion Show
Saturday, December 29, 2:00PM - 3:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
ROK Day
Saturday, January 5, 10AM - 3PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
History On Tap! 
Monday, January 7, 6:00PM - 7:00PM
Junkyard Brewing Company
 
Volunteer Appreciation Brunch 
Wednesday, January 9, 10:30AM - 12:30PM 
Hjemkomst Center
 
Jugaad: The Science of Invention
Saturday, January 12, 2:00PM - 3:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
Visions of India: Indian Republic Day
Saturday, January 26, 2:00PM - 3:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
Indian Food Art & Decoration
Saturday, February 2, 2:00PM - 3:30PM
Hjemkomst Center

Glimpses of Ancient India (A History, pt. 1)
Sunday, February 3, 2:00PM - 3:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
History On Tap! 
Monday, February 4, 6:00PM - 7:00PM
Junkyard Brewing Company
 
A Jazz History of World War I 
Tuesday, February 5, 6:00PM - 7:30PM 
Hjemkomst Center
 
Women’s Indian Fashion Show
Sunday, February 10, 2:00PM - 3:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
Glimpses of Medieval India (A History, pt. 2)
Tuesday, February 12, 6:00PM - 7:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
Glimpses of Modern India (A History, pt. 3)
Sunday, February 17, 2:00PM - 3:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
A History of Hindism (pt. 1)
Tuesday, February 19, 6:00PM - 7:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
One-Act Play: Living Beyond Bollywood
Saturday, March 2, 2:00PM - 3:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
One-Act Play: Living Beyond Bollywood
Saturday, March 9, 2:00PM - 3:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
A History of Hindism (pt. 2)
Tuesday, March 19, 6:00PM - 7:30PM
Hjemkomst Center
 
Holi: A Festival of Colors
Saturday, March 23, 2:00PM - 3:30PM
Hjemkomst Center

HCSCC Winter 2018 Calendar
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Festival Schedule, 2019
Frostival
Friday, January 25 - Saturday, January 26

Celtic Fest
Saturday, March 9

Scandinavian Hjemkomst 
 & Midwest Viking Festival
Friday,  June 21 - Saturday, June 22

German Kulturfest
Saturday, September 14

Pangea
Saturday, November 16

December Sleigh Rides

Our friends at Moorhead Parks and 
Recreation will be hosting sleigh rides 
through our beautiful and scenic Viking 
Ship Park from Wednesday, December 26 
through Friday, December 28. They’ll be 
offered from 1:00PM to 4:00PM. 

Tickets are available at the doors of the 
Hjemkomst Center on a first-come, first-
served basis. There are no reservations or 
advanced ticket sales. Please contact us 
or Moorhead Parks & Rec with questions.


